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The National Report on Policies Supporting Community Energy 

Plan Implementation is part of the Community Energy Planning: 
Getting to Implementation in Canada initiative.1 This report 

identifies how provincial, territorial and local governments can 

work with communities to achieve their energy objectives.

Across Canada, provincial and territorial governments  
have established energy objectives related to:

 · Energy and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reductions;

 · Economic development and diversification;

 · Alternative energy development and local energy security and 

resilience, and

 · Innovation and clean-technology development.

These energy objectives are directly influenced by the energy 
used in communities and cannot be fully achieved without an 
integrated approach to energy planning at the community level.
The implementation of Community Energy Plans (CEPs) provides 

a comprehensive approach to improving the way energy is used 

in communities, helping communities to become Smart Energy 

Communities.2 Across Canada, more than 180 communities, 

representing over 50 percent of the population, have developed 

a CEP as illustrated in Figure 1. A CEP is a tool that helps define 

community priorities around energy with a view to improving 

efficiency, cutting emissions, and driving economic development. 

While there is no standard approach to developing CEPs, they 

often include:

 · Energy and GHG emissions data, models and targets;

 · Sector-specific policies and actions, and

 · Economic, health, and other co-benefit considerations.
Figure 1 – Community Energy Plans  
across Canada
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Communities are central to enabling 

provincial and territorial governments to 

achieve their energy objectives through 

the implementation of CEPs.

Canadian cities, towns and villages have influence over 

approximately 60 percent of energy consumption and over half 

of all GHG emissions in Canada, as illustrated in Figure 2. As 

result, implementing actions to address the energy priorities of 

communities will go a long way towards achieving the energy 

objectives of provinces and territories.

By supporting communities to address their energy challenges, 

provinces and territories also benefit by creating more 

competitive and affordable places to live. On average, community 

per capita spending on energy ranges from $3,000 to $4,000  

($1 billion per year in total for an average-sized community). 

Table 1 outlines how these costs add up for small, mid-sized and 

large communities.

Table 1 – Energy Spending in Small, Mid-sized 
and Large Communities

Community Size Average Spending on  
Energy in the Community

Small Communities  

(less than 20,000 people)

Up to $80 million

Mid-sized Communities 

(20,000 to 100,000 people)

$60 million to $400 million

Large Communities 

(100,000 people to 

2.5 million people)

$300 million to $10 billion

As a result, there is an opportunity to 

substantially reduce energy spending at  

the community level through a more 

integrated approach to energy planning, 

and to recirculate the savings within the 

local economy.

While many communities in Canada are advancing CEPs to define 

priorities around energy, all communities need help getting from 

plans and ideas to implementation.

1 Community Energy Planning: Getting to Implementation in Canada is a national, 

multiyear initiative being led by The Community Energy Association, QUEST  

and Sustainable Prosperity. The objective of the initiative is to accelerate the 

development and implementation of CEPs in communities across Canada.  

Visit www.gettingtoimplementation.ca to learn more.
2 Smart Energy Communities improve energy efficiency, enhance reliability, cut  

costs, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Smart Energy Communities integrate 

conventional energy networks (electricity, natural gas, district energy, and 

transportation fuel) in communities to better match energy needs with the  

most efficient energy source; integrate land use; and harnesses local energy 

opportunities. Smart Energy Communities can be characterized by 6 technical 

principles and 6 policy principles. Read the principles at  

http://www.questcanada.org/principles-smart-energy-communities
3 Energy use in urban areas includes residential, commercial, institutional and industrial 

lighting, heating and cooling, as well as transportation and industrial processes within 

municipal jurisdictions. Non-urban energy use includes agriculture, resource extraction, 

energy generation, federal facilities and large industrial operations beyond the 

jurisdiction of local government. Energy use varies from community to community.

Source: (Natural Resources Canada, 2012)
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Industrial Non Urban

Figure 2
Energy Use in Canadian 
Communities by Sector 
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Provinces and territories have established 

some of the policy tools required to 

help communities overcome barriers and 

accelerate CEP implementation. 

There are currently 640 provincial and territorial policies 

and programs in place supporting the development and 

implementation of CEPs across Canada, as illustrated in  

Figures 3 and 4 respectively.

Polices supporting CEP development include:
 · Developing energy and GHG emission inventories for local 

governments

 · Enabling municipalities to set targets, develop CEPs and  

monitor implementation progress

Policies supporting CEP implementation incent or enable 
community energy actions. This includes:

 · Energy efficiency in buildings

 · Transportation and land use (including transit, active 

transportation and low carbon vehicles)

 · Alternative energy solutions (including renewable energy, district 

energy or combined heat and power)

 · Organic diversion and landfill gas capture

 · Carbon pricing

Figure 3 – Provincial and Territorial Policies  
Supporting CEP Development

Figure 4 – Provincial and Territorial Policies  
Supporting CEP Implementation
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The policies identified indicate that there is no need to 
look beyond Canadian boundaries for good examples of 
community-focused policies to address provincial and  
territorial energy objectives.
While many provinces and territories have implemented at least 

one of the policy approaches listed, there is an opportunity to 

examine how each of the policies can work together to help 

communities enable provinces and territories to achieve their 

energy objectives. Figure 5 illustrates how the range of provincial 

and territorial policies can encourage the development and 

implementation of CEPs.

Figure 5 – A Comprehensive Approach to  
Supporting CEP Implementation

Actions that provincial and territorial policymakers can take to 

support CEP development and implementation include:

Provinces and territories are missing the 

opportunity to support CEP development 

with energy data.

 · Energy inventories and providing community energy data is a 

critical first step for the development and implementation of CEPs.

 · The use of policies to support CEP development, including 

inventories and monitoring, is low, and absent entirely in some 

provinces and territories.

 · In jurisdictions such as British Columbia, Ontario and Northwest 

Territories, which have supported the development of energy and 

emissions inventories, local governments have advanced with 

both the development of CEPs and tracking implementation.

Provinces and territories need to better 

align policies and programs with local 

government needs to support CEP 

implementation.

 · All provincial and territorial governments have policies and 

programs in place to support the implementation of community 

energy actions; however, approaches vary significantly from 

province and territory.

 · The most common policy and program is for alternative energy 

projects followed by transportation and energy efficiency in 

buildings.

 · There is an opportunity for provinces and territories to enhance 

the linkage between policies and energy used in communities. For  

example, transportation, which accounts for about 18 percent of 

energy used in communities, is inadequately reflected in policies 

and programs in some provinces and territories. Additionally, 

many provinces and territories have biomass strategies yet 

implementation of biomass district energy projects is still relatively  

rare. This type of discrepancy suggests that more integration 

between provincial/territorial policies and communities is needed.

Carbon pricing can drive CEP 

development and implementation.

 · Carbon pricing, while used infrequently, is applied in British 

Columbia, Alberta and Québec as a mechanism to incent the 

implementation of more community energy actions.
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Project Overview

Objectives of this Initiative

 · Identify barriers for integrated approaches to community  

energy planning

 · Define business models for local governments, provincial  

and federal governments, utilities, the real estate sector  

and other stakeholders

 · Develop tools for an integrated approach to community  

energy planning

 · Increase awareness of integrated approaches to community 

energy planning across Canada

 · Enhance the capacity of CEP practitioners to implement CEPs

Key Outcomes

 · A National Report of Community Energy Plan Implementation

 · A National Report on Policies Supporting Community Energy 

Plan Implementation

 · A series of national workshops and an Innovation Symposium 

 · The development of a Community Energy Implementation 

Framework 

 · A pilot application of the Framework to three test communities

 · Training modules to support the delivery of the Framework

Communities have a key role to play 

in energy. While many communities in 

Canada are advancing plans to define 

priorities around energy, all communities 

need help getting from plans and ideas to 

implementation. 

 Community Energy Planning:  

Getting to Implementation in Canada is  

a collaborative initiative spearheaded by 

the Community Energy Association,  

QUEST – Quality Urban Energy Systems  

of Tomorrow, and Sustainable Prosperity. 

 The initiative aims to help communities 

implement their Community Energy Plans 

(CEP) in order to improve efficiency, 

cut emissions, and drive economic 

development.

COMMUNITY
ENERGY PLANNING
GETTING TO
IMPLEMENTATION
IN CANADA



Introduction:  
An Opportunity to Work Together

Across Canada, provincial and territorial governments  
have established energy objectives related to:

 · Energy and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reductions;

 · Economic development and diversification;

 · Alternative energy development and local energy security  

and resilience, and

 · Innovation and clean-technology development.

These objectives are directly influenced by energy used in 

communities, and cannot be fully achieved without an integrated 

approach to energy planning at the community level.

The implementation of Community Energy Plans (CEPs) 

provides a comprehensive approach to improving the way energy 

is used in communities, helping communities to become Smart 

Energy Communities.1

Across Canada, more than 180 communities, representing over  

50 percent of the population, have developed a CEP.

A CEP is a tool that helps define community priorities around 

energy with a view to improving efficiency, cutting emissions, 

and driving economic development.2 While there is no standard 

approach to developing CEPs, they often include:

 · Energy and GHG emissions data, models and targets;

 · Sector-specific policies and actions;3 and

 · Economic, health, and other co-benefit considerations.

Though communities have a direct role to play in helping 

provincial and territorial governments achieve their energy 

objectives through the development and implementation of CEPs, 

all communities in Canada are facing barriers implementing their 

CEPs. Provinces and territories have the policy tools needed to 

help communities to overcome barriers to CEP implementation, 

helping both communities and provincial and territorial 

governments to achieve their energy objectives.

Objectives of the Report
The National Report on Policies Supporting Community Energy 
Plan Implementation is part of the Community Energy Planning: 
Getting to Implementation in Canada initiative.4 This report 

identifies how provincial, territorial and local governments can 

work with communities to achieve their energy objectives.5  

It includes:

 · A review of the role that communities play in supporting energy 

objectives at the provincial and territorial level;

 · A review of provincial and territorial policy approaches that 

support CEP development and CEP implementation in Canadian 

communities;

 · Examples of how CEP implementation is helping provinces and 

territories achieve their energy objectives, and

 · An overview of how the effective approaches identified can be 

replicated by other provinces and territories.

 1 Smart Energy Communities improve energy efficiency, enhance reliability, cut costs, and 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Smart Energy Communities integrate conventional 

energy networks (electricity, natural gas, district energy, and transportation fuel) 

in communities to better match energy needs with the most efficient energy 

source; integrate land use; and harnesses local energy opportunities. Smart Energy 

Communities can be characterized by 6 technical principles and 6 policy principles. 

Read the principles at http://www.questcanada.org/principles-smart-energy-

communities
 2 Visit http://gettingtoimplementation.ca/category/faqs/ to learn more about the 

different types of plans that address energy, emissions and climate change.
 3 Examples of sector-specific policy actions are illustrated in Figure 3.
 4 Community Energy Planning: Getting to Implementation in Canada is a national, 

multiyear initiative being led by The Community Energy Association, QUEST 

and Sustainable Prosperity. The objective of the initiative is to accelerate the 

development and implementation of CEPs in communities across Canada. Visit www.

gettingtoimplementation.ca to learn more.
 5 While the report documents all legislation, regulation, policies and programs in each 

province and territory; it does not convey their effectiveness or impact. Some of the 

programs represented may also have expired. The report also excludes the role of the 

Federal government in driving CEP development and implementation and policies 

related to water.



Section 1

Achieving Provincial and 
Territorial Energy Objectives

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Targets
Under the Copenhagen Accord agreed to in 2009, Canada 

committed to reducing its emissions by 17 percent from 

2005 levels by 2020, resulting in a target of 611 MT emitted 

in 2020. Projections show that, under a “current measures 

scenario”, Canada will fall short of achieving this target by 116 

MT, highlighting a need for enhanced efforts.6 In May 2015, the 

Federal government announced a new Canadian GHG emissions 

reduction target of 30 percent below 2005 levels by 2030.7

In addition to establishing a national target, Canadian 

provinces and territories have established their own GHG 

emissions reduction targets. These targets are outlined in Table 1.8

Table 1: Provincial and Territorial GHG Emissions  
Reduction Targets (Target Year 2020)9

10% below 1990 New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, 

Newfoundland and Labrador

15% below 1990 Ontario

20% below 1990 Québec

66% below 2005 Northwest Territories

20% below 2006 Saskatchewan

33% below 2007 British Columbia

Other or None Alberta, Manitoba, Prince Edward Island, 

Yukon and Nunavut

Distributed Energy Resources
Distributed energy resources, including renewable energy, district 

energy and storage, are expanding rapidly across Canada. The 

BC Energy Plan in British Columbia and the Long-term Energy 

Plan in Ontario both indicate the provinces’ interest in expanding 

the uptake of distributed energy resources to enhance energy 

security, reliability and resilience increase efficiency and reduce 

GHG emissions.

CEPs can be integrated with economic 

development or innovation plans at the 

community level and guide investment in 

energy efficiency, technology and fuels, 

and contribute to the establishment of local 

energy management programs.

Economic Development and Diversification
Though the energy profile of communities varies significantly 

across Canada, all communities have one thing in common: 

energy spending is an economic burden for local economies. On 

average, community per capita spending on energy ranges from 

$3,000 to $4,000. Table 1 outlines how these costs add up for 

small, mid-sized and large communities.

Table 2: Energy Spending in Communities across Canada

Community Size Average Spending on  
Energy in the Community

Small Communities  

(less than 20,000 people)

Up to $80 million

Mid-sized Communities 

(20,000 to 100,000 people)

$60 million to $400 million

Large Communities  

(100,000 people to  

2.5 million people)

$300 million to $10 billion

A significant proportion of energy spending in communities 

leaves local economies. For example, of the $1.5 billion spent  

on energy in the City of London, Ontario annually, 88 percent 

leaves the local economy and 33 percent leaves the Province  

of Ontario.10

 6 (Environment Canada, 2014)
 7 (Government of Canada, 2015)
 8 Some provinces have also introduced energy conservation targets. For example, 

Ontario has a target to reduce electricity consumption by 7 terawatt hours by 2020.
 9 (Province of New Brunswick, 2014) (Province of Nova Scotia, 2012) (Province of 

Newfoundland and Labrador) (Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate 

Change, 2014) (Province of Québec, 2012) (Government of Northwest Territories, n.d.) 

(Province of Saskatchewan, 2009) (Province of British Columbia, n.d.) (Province of 

Alberta, 2008) (Province of Manitoba, 2012) (Province of Prince Edward Island, 2001) 

(Yukon Government, 2012) (Government of Nunavut, n.d.)
 10 (City of London, 2014)
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There is an opportunity to substantially 

reduce energy spending at the community 

level through a more integrated approach 

to energy planning, and to recirculate the 

savings within the local economy.

Investing in CEP development and implementation can have 

other economic benefits as well including job creation, business 

retention and attraction and housing affordability.11

For example, in British Columbia, the City of Richmond’s 

Alexandra district energy utility provides renewable geo-

exchange heating to over 600 residential and commercial units. 

Construction of the system supported 105 temporary jobs and 

operating the system supports 8 full-time jobs. At full build out, 

the system will provide the city with a 6.5 percent internal rate 

of return over 30 years. Investments like this can help diversify 

a community’s revenue base and provide additional funds for 

community programs.

There are no known provincial and 

territorial targets that specifically address 

the reduction of energy spending in 

communities.

Innovation and Clean-Technology Development
Clean-technology is Canada’s fastest-growing industry.12 

Analytica’s 2014 Canadian Clean Technology Report,13 found 

direct employment by clean-technology companies rose 6 

percent from 2011 to 2012, from 38,800 people to 41,000, with 

revenues increasing 9 percent to $11.3-billion. At the current 

growth rate, Analytica estimates Canada’s clean-tech industry will 

be worth $28 billion by 2022.

In addition, a Conference Board of Canada analysis entitled 

Investing in GHG Emissions-Reduction Technology: Assessing 
the Impact states that investments in GHG emissions reduction 

technology that were partially funded by the Climate Change and 

Emissions Management Corporation (CCEMC) in Alberta between 

2011 to 2016, are projected to contribute more than $2.4 billion (in 

2007 dollars) and add 15,017 person-years of full-time-equivalent 

employment to the Canadian economy.14

 11 The Getting to Implementation project team will be releasing an analysis of the 

economic benefits of CEPs later this year. Sign up for our newsletter at www.

gettingtoimplementation.ca to receive updates.
 12 Clean technology includes technology associated with power biofuels, generation, 

energy infrastructure/smart grid, transportation, waste/recycling/recovery, energy 

efficiency, industrial processes and water/wastewater.
 13 (Analytica Advisors, 2014)
 14 (Climate Change and Emissions Management Corporation, 2015)



1.1 – Achieving Energy Objectives 
Requires Community Energy Plan 
Implementation

Communities are central to enabling provincial and territorial 
governments to achieve their energy objectives through the 
implementation of CEPs.
According to the Natural Resources Canada’s Energy Use 

Database15, Canadian cities, towns and villages have influence 

over approximately 60 percent of energy consumption and over 

half of all GHG emissions in Canada, as illustrated in Figure 1.16  

As a result, implementing actions to address the energy priorities 

of communities will go a long way towards addressing the energy 

objectives of provinces and territories.

Figure 1 – Energy Use in Canadian  
Communities by Sector (2012)

Source: (Natural Resources Canada, 2012)
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Land use and infrastructure planning decisions made in 

communities affect each of the sectors identified in Figure 1 

and have direct, long-term implications for community energy 

demand and energy costs.

Figure 2 illustrates the long term planning implications of 

investment decisions at the local level and highlights how energy 

planning in communities can help mitigate against risks including 

rising energy prices, increasing climatic changes and stranded 

assets that may arise due to a shift toward a future low carbon 

economy.

CEPs offer provinces and territories the opportunity to work  

with communities to address:

 · Opportunities to future-proof new public and private investments 

against energy price fluctuations as well as more frequent, severe 

weather events.

 · Opportunities to make infrastructure investments today that 

avoid creating stranded assets, and that take advantage of a 

future low carbon economy.

Figure 2 – Timing of Infrastructure Investment Decisions

Source: (Community Energy Association, 2008)
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 15 (Natural Resources Canada, 2014)
 16 Energy use in urban areas includes residential, commercial, institutional and industrial 

lighting, heating and cooling, as well as transportation and industrial processes within 

municipal jurisdictions. Non-urban energy use includes agriculture, resource extraction, 

energy generation, federal facilities and large industrial operations beyond the 

jurisdiction of local government. Energy use varies from community to community.
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1.2 – CEPs are Supporting Provincial 
and Territorial Objectives

CEPs also establish a community level framework for addressing 

provincial and territorial energy objectives and can directly 

support provincial and territorial energy objectives influenced by 

these sectors. Some of the most common actions in a CEP that 

support provincial and territorial energy objectives are presented 

in Figure 3.17

Figure 3 – Sector-Specific Policies and  
Actions Often Included in CEPs

Source: (Littlejohn, D. and Laszlo, R., 2015)
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 17 Note that CEPs may also include considerations related to water and agriculture.



Across Canada, more than 180 communities,  
representing over 50 percent of the population,  
have developed a CEP. These CEPs, illustrated  
in Figure 4, have already started to help  
provincial and territorial governments achieve  
their energy objectives.18

Figure 4: Community Energy Plans across Canada
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1.3 – Communities Can Do Even More to 
Help Provinces and Territories Achieve 
Their Energy Objectives

While many communities in Canada are advancing CEPs to define 

priorities around energy, all communities need help getting from 

plans and ideas to implementation.

The National Report on Community Energy Plan  
Implementation,19 released as part of Community Energy  
Planning: Getting to Implementation in Canada initiative,  

identifies some of most common barriers faced by local 

governments for CEP implementation, including:

 · Limited staff and financial capacity

 · Limits of local government authority

 · Lack of political and staff support

 · Lack of clarity in the CEP (plans are not SMART)20

 · Lack of strong partnerships with internal and  

external stakeholders

Local governments interviewed for the 

study noted that support from provincial 

and territorial governments is critical for 

overcoming the barriers listed and for the 

successful implementation of CEPs, and 

yet, only 50 percent of the plans reviewed 

identified specific provincial or territorial 

policy recommendations, highlighting a 

need for improved integration between 

local governments and provinces and 

territories.

 18 10 additional CEPs have been identified since the project launched the National Report 

on CEP Implementation.
 19 Visit www.gettingtoimplementation.ca to download the report.
 20 SMART is an acronym representing Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Realistic and Time-

bound criteria.



Section 2

Provincial and Territorial Policy 
Approaches to Support Community 
Energy Plans

Provinces and territories have the  

policy tools required to help communities 

overcome barriers and accelerate  

CEP implementation.

There are more than 640 provincial and territorial 

policies and programs in place supporting the 

development and implementation of CEPs across 

Canada. The policies identified can be categorized 

in two ways: 

 

(1) those that support CEP development, and  

(2) those that support CEP implementation.
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Policies supporting CEP development provide local 
governments with direct support to focus on the process  
of developing a CEP. This includes:
 – Developing energy and GHG emission inventories for  

local governments

 – Enabling local governments to set targets, develop plans  

and monitor implementation progress

Policies supporting CEP implementation incent or enable 
community energy actions. This includes:
 – Energy efficiency in buildings

 – Transportation and land use (including transit, active 

transportation and low carbon vehicles)

 – Alternative energy solutions (including renewable energy, 

district energy or combined heat and power)

 – Organic waste diversion and landfill gas capture

 – Carbon pricing

Policies Supporting CEP Development and CEP Implementation
Figures 5 and 6 illustrate the total number of policies and 

programs in each province and territory supporting the 

development of CEPs and the implementation of actions 

commonly found in CEPs, respectively.21

Figure 5 – Provincial and Territorial Policies  
Supporting CEP Development

Figure 6 – Provincial and Territorial Policies  
Supporting CEP Implementation
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 21 See Appendix I for a full list of the policies reviewed.



2.1 – Best Practices:  
Policies Supporting CEP Development

Creating Targets and Plans 

A CEP helps define community priorities around energy with a 

view to improving efficiency, reducing emissions, and driving 

economic development. 

Developing a CEP is important because it enables 

communities to demonstrate commitment to action, establish  

an action plan and develop a strategic approach to community 

energy planning. The planning process also helps communities 

engage with stakeholders and the public, and build political  

and staff support. 

Energy and GHG reduction targets form the basis for 

enabling communities to establish desired outcomes related to 

the implementation of a CEP. Targets provide a starting point 

from which a community can track its progress and can be either 

incented or required. 

A summary of the benefits and challenges associated with 

different policy approaches that support CEP development is 

provided in Table 3 below.

Table 3 – A Summary of Policies Supporting the Development of Targets and CEPs

Policy Approach Benefits Challenges

Incenting or 

Requiring Targets

 · Provides resources for 

target-setting

 · Complements provincial/

territorial targets22

 · Stimulates action province or 

territory wide

 · Some communities may be unable to 

benefit (funding is frequently capped 

at a certain amount or limited in 

terms of application deadlines)

 · Funding may not apply to CEP 

updates and monitoring

 · Community access to utility and 

transportation data may be limited

 · Failure to reach targets may appear 

to stakeholders as leadership failure

 · Communities may not have the 

capacity to reach its targets

 · Communities with fewer resources 

may default to an easy fix by 

replicating targets from other 

communities

Incenting or 

Requiring CEP 

Development

 · Improves energy efficiency, cuts 

costs, enhances system reliability 

and reduces GHG emissions

 · Requiring CEPs can lead to different 

outcomes than incenting CEPs

 · Requiring CEPs without supportive 

funding can create hardship for 

small and remote communities and 

lead to CEPs that meet minimum 

requirements

 22 For example, if a local government accounts for 2 percent of a province’s energy 

consumption, that municipality could be responsible for the associated reduction 

target. If done by all local governments, the province would meet its targets



National Report  19

Best Practices and Outcomes

Ontario – Municipal Energy Plan Program
Encourages the development of CEPs

In 2013, the Ontario Ministry of Energy introduced the Municipal 

Energy Plan (MEP) program and Aboriginal Community Energy 

Plan program, which provides funding to communities for  

the development of a CEP.23 The program is voluntary and 

provides an incentive for local governments and Aboriginal 

communities to develop energy and GHG inventories, engage 

in stakeholder consultations, and identify opportunities for 

conserving energy and improving energy efficiency. Successful 

applicants must demonstrate support from local electric and 

natural gas utilities and must demonstrate a commitment to 

stakeholder engagement.

Outcomes
 · As of March 2015, 29 communities have received support  

to develop a CEP.

 · The programs are helping the Ontario government achieve  

its conservation objectives and are enabling community input  

into the energy generation, transmission and distribution  

planning process.24

 · The program has led to collaboration among local governments 

and electric and natural gas utilities.

Northwest Territories – Community Energy Planning and Federal 
Gas Tax Funding
Encourages the development of CEPs

In 2005, the Government of the Northwest Territories and the 

Government of Canada signed an agreement to transfer Federal 

Gas Tax Revenues to communities in the Northwest Territories 

between 2005 and 2014. The agreement included a requirement 

for communities to develop city-wide CEPs as part of the 

Integrated Community Sustainability Plan process to access 

Federal Gas Tax funding. The Agreement provided communities 

in the Northwest Territories with $37.5 million between 2005  

and 2009 and an additional $15 million each year thereafter  

until 2014.25

Outcomes
 · Gas Tax Funds have been used to develop and implement CEPs.

 · Implementation projects include energy efficiency improvements 

to the building stock and vehicle fleets, improved water and 

waste water systems, public transit and LED traffic lights, 

reducing electricity consumption by 150,000 kilowatt hours per 

year and fuel consumption by 50,000 litres.26

 · The plans have helped the Government of the Northwest 

Territories to achieve desired outcomes related to improved air 

quality, improved active transportation, reduced GHG emissions 

and improved energy efficiency.27

British Columbia – Local Government Statutes Amendment Act
Mandates the development of GHG emission targets and actions

In British Columbia, the Local Government (Green Communities) 
Statutes Amendment Act required all local governments (local 

governments and regional districts) to include GHG emission 

targets, policies and actions in their Official Community Plans 

and Regional Growth Strategies. The Act introduced a number 

of legislative planning tools to support the implementation of 

actions to reduce energy and emissions, including the use of 

development permits to promote energy and water conservation. 

It also allows for discounted development cost charges for low-

impact development.28

Outcomes
 · As of 2013, almost half of the local governments in British 

Columbia have set targets in their Official Community Plans and 

regional plans29 and 50 percent have CEPs (accounting for 74 

percent of British Columbia’s population).

 · Community-based actions have helped the Province reach its first 

interim target of a 6 percent emissions reduction below 2007 

levels by 2012.30

 23 (Ontario Minsitry of Energy, 2013)
 24 (Independent Electricity System Operator and The Ontario Power Authority, 2013)
 25 (Northwest Territories Municipal and Community Affairs, 2009)
 26 (Ministry of Municipal and Community Affairs, Northwest Territories, 2009)
 27 Ibid.
 28 (British Columbia Ministry of Community, Sport & Cultural Development, n.d.)
 29 (Community Energy Association, 2013)
 30 (British Columbia Ministry of Environment, 2014)



Creating Inventories and Monitoring Progress 

Reliable and regularly updated community energy and emissions 

data inventories form the basis of specific, measurable, attainable, 

realistic and time-bound (or SMART) actions. 

Communities often struggle to obtain access to data that 

provinces and territories can access and distribute more easily. 

Many small communities are challenged to find the staff or financial 

resources to support the development of an inventory, which also 

makes it difficult to update inventories and monitor progress. 

Creating provincial/territorial inventories that are 

accessible to communities helps to achieve energy objectives 

by enabling communities to avoid inventory costs and focus on 

implementation, and by providing province-wide monitoring  

data for the province. 

While there are a number of tools and approaches that 

communities can use to create inventories, from a provincial/

territorial perspective a standardized approach helps to create a 

reliable measure of provincial/territorial progress towards targets. 

The development and updating of community GHG inventories 

can be provided or incented by provincial and territorial policies. 

A summary of the policy approach benefits and challenges is 

provided in Table 4 below.

Table 4 – A Summary of Policies Supporting the Development of Inventories and Monitoring 
Progress

Policy Approach Benefits Challenges

Incentives for 

Inventories

 · Helps communities overcome 

resource constraints to develop 

energy and GHG emissions 

reduction targets and plans

 · Some communities may be unable to 

benefit (funding is frequently capped 

at a certain amount or limited in 

terms of application deadlines)

 · Funding may not apply to CEP 

updates and monitoring

 · Community access to utility and 

transportation data may be limited

 · Funding needs to be relevant to 

community needs

Providing 

Inventories

 · Reduces requirement for 

communities to collect data as 

provinces and territories have 

greater access to utility and 

transportation data

 · Provides provinces and territories 

with reliable monitoring data

 · Allows for improved accuracy and 

reliability over time in inventories

 · Has value as an avoided cost  

for communities

 · One time funding might not allow 

communities to update inventories 

on an ongoing basis
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British Columbia – Community Energy and Emissions Inventory
Since 2007, the Province of British Columbia has provided all 

local governments with community energy consumption and 

GHG emissions data on road transportation, buildings and solid 

waste through the Community Energy and Emissions Inventory 

(CEEI). The inventory is updated every two years.

The CEEI collects data from GHG source sectors from 

utilities, public agencies and other trusted partners, in order to 

calculate the size of each sector’s carbon footprint in each local 

government jurisdiction across BC. The CEEI provides an accurate 

and reliable inventory that supports target setting and monitoring 

and allows communities to move quickly forward with planning 

and implementation.

On their own, communities in British Columbia would 

struggle to create an inventory as rigorous as the CEEI, in part 

because utilities and the Insurance Bureau of British Columbia 

would not be willing to provide the same data directly to a 

community. Without the sophisticated modelling process (peer 

reviewed) used for the CEEI, community energy and emissions 

inventories typically involve counting the number of houses and 

cars, and area of industrial, commercial and institutional floor 

space and then multiplying by estimated energy use values. 

While this provides a sense of how big each section of the energy 

use ‘pie’ is, it may lose accuracy over time as energy consumption 

changes in a community.

Outcomes
 · The cost of developing an inventory in a medium-sized 

community is approximately $10,000. The CEEI has resulted 

in over $1.5 million in avoided community costs31 and has 

jumpstarted the planning process by several years for local 

governments.

 · According to British Columbia’s Integrated Community Energy 
Solutions Progress Report, local governments in British Columbia 

implemented over 1,193 actions to save energy and reduce 

emissions across their communities in 2010 and 2011.32

 · The CEEIs have enabled local governments to fulfil their Climate 

Action Charter obligations and are helping the Province of 

British Columbia to achieve its commitment to reduce GHG 

emissions by 33 percent below 2007 levels by 2020. The Province 

estimates that local governments can influence over 45 percent 

of provincial emissions.33

 31 (MacDonald, 2015)
 32 (Government of British Columbia, 2013)
 33 (Province of British Columbia, 2015)



2.2 – Best Practices:  
Policies Supporting CEP Implementation

Energy Efficiency Programs

Improving energy efficiency in new and existing buildings is 

essential for achieving provincial and territorial energy objectives. 

This includes both publicly owned buildings (municipal and 

provincial facilities) and privately owned buildings (residential 

housing, commercial and industrial). 

Buildings account for about 12 percent of Canada’s GHG 

emissions,34 and 25 percent of energy end use in communities,35 

the majority of which is attributable to existing buildings. GHG 

emissions in Canada’s commercial and residential buildings 

increased by 14 mega tonnes of carbon dioxide between 1990 and 

2005, and have remained relatively stable around the 2005 levels 

through to 2011. 

Between 2005 and 2009, 40 percent of Canadian floor space 

received energy retrofits,36 leading to the stabilization of GHG 

emissions for buildings since 2005, despite a growing population 

and increased housing stock and commercial and institutional 

building stock. 

Approaches for new buildings include setting standards or 

creating incentives so that new buildings exceed the National 

Energy Code for Buildings (green building standards, stretch 

building codes). Approaches for existing buildings focus on 

structural improvements to increase energy efficiency.37 

A summary of the policy approach benefits and challenges  

is provided in Table 5 below.

Table 5 – A Summary of Energy Efficiency Policies

Policy Approach Benefits Challenges

Energy Efficiency 

Policies, Programs 

and Incentives

 · Building retrofit incentive 

programs are proven to reduce 

energy use and GHG emissions

 · Programs are most effective 

when they are ongoing because 

home retrofits are a multi-year 

process (from initial assessment 

to renovation completion and 

final assessment)

 · Slow building turnover can limit 

implementation

 · Some communities may be unable to 

benefit from programs with a fixed 

end period because retrofits are a 

multi-year process

 34 (Environment Canada)
 35 (Natural Resources Canada, 2012)
 36 (Environment Canada, 2013)
 37 Building efficiency may also include considerations related to lighting and water 

consumption.
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Yukon – Good Energy Program
The Good Energy Program is a residential housing program 

funded with $1.4 million from the Northern Housing Trust. The 

program helps homeowners improve the energy efficiency of 

their homes and reduce GHG emissions. This program offers one 

of the highest per capita energy efficiency demand management 

subsidies in Canada. The program came into effect on January 1, 

2015.38

Outcomes
 · Since 2007, the popular Good Energy Program has successfully 

delivered over 10,000 rebates to Yukon residents, displacing 

29,000 tonnes of GHG emissions, saving 17 million kilowatt hours, 

and resulting in a cost saving of $15.3 million.

 · The total lifetime displaced oil due to program rebates is 

projected to be 10 million litres, enough fuel to heat 187 Yukon 

homes for 20 years.39

Nova Scotia – Efficiency One Demand Side Management Program
Efficiency One in Nova Scotia (formerly Efficiency Nova Scotia), 

was created in 2010 as a non-profit via the Efficiency Nova Scotia 
Corporation Act to offer energy efficiency programs to upgrade 

existing buildings. The agency is led by an independent board of 

directors and is regulated by the Nova Scotia Utility and Review 

Board. Its programs are funded by a Demand Side Management 

Cost Recovery Rider (DCRR) on residential and industrial 

customers’ energy bills.40

Outcomes
 · As of 2013, energy efficiency initiatives (with an uptake of over 

150,000 participants) have reduced the annual electricity load by 

5.5 percent. Cost savings for participants in 2014 were estimated 

at $78 million.41 Figure 7 illustrates the total energy savings from 

the program.

Figure 7: 2013 Demand Side Management  
Savings – Efficiency Nova Scotia

Total Energy Savings

Total Electrical  

Residential Savings

80 GWh

Total Business, Non-Profit  

and Institutional  

Electrical Savings

85 GWh

Total Non-Electrical Savings

166,000 GJ

165 GWh = enough energy  

to power 16,500 homes

166,000 GH = around 4,500 

tanks of home heating oil

Total

165 GWh*
GHG emisions prevented

140,000 tonnes

* Evaluated 2013 Demand Side Management Savings Result

Source: (Efficiency Nova Scotia Corporation, 2013)

 38 (Government of Yukon, 2014)
 39 (Yukon Energy Mines and Resources, 2014)
 40 (EfficiencyOne)
 41 (Efficiency Nova Scotia Corporation, 2013)





National Report  25

Ontario – Local Improvement Charges  
(Ontario Regulation 586/06)
In 2012, the Ontario Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

amended the Ontario Municipal Act and the City of Toronto Act 
to allow local governments to use local improvement charges 

(LICs) to help property owners finance energy efficiency projects 

on private buildings, including residential homes.42

Outcomes
22 local governments are currently participating in the 

Collaboration on Home Energy Efficiency Retrofits in Ontario 

(CHEERIO) program to collaborate on the design of a LIC  

pilot program.43

In 2015, the City of Toronto’s Home Energy Loan Program 

(HELP) became available to homeowners in all areas of the city. 

The City has received more than 230 applications to-date and has 

provided close to $1 million in funding for homeowners.44

British Columbia – Climate Action Revenue Incentive Program
Most communities in British Columbia have committed to 

planning for compact and energy-efficient communities and 

achieving operational carbon neutrality by signing the Climate 

Action Charter. The Climate Action Revenue Incentive Program 

(CARIP) provides funding to Climate Action Charter signatories 

that is equivalent to the carbon taxes they have paid. This funding 

supports local governments in their efforts to reduce GHG 

emissions and move forward on achieving their Charter goals.45 

The CARIP grant, which is available to each local government, is 

equal to 100 percent of the carbon tax they have directly paid. To 

be eligible for the CARIP grant, local governments are required to 

report publicly on their plans and progress toward meeting their 

corporate and community-wide climate action goals and submit a 

copy of their final public report to the Province.

Outcomes
 · Community-based projects funded by CARIP include the 

construction of bike lanes and sidewalks, diversion of organic 

waste, reduction of municipal fleet and lighting costs and the 

use of solar photovoltaics and district heat for both corporate 

operations and private buildings – resulting in both cost savings 

and new revenue.46

 · According to the 2013 CARIP Summary Report47, 36 local 

governments, representing 22 percent of local governments, 

achieved carbon neutrality in 2013.

 · Local governments reduced GHG emissions by approximately 

115,530 tonnes of GHGs in 2013 through local GHG reduction 

projects, which is a 54 percent increase in GHG emissions 

reductions over 2012.

 · In total, almost 13,000 corporate and community projects  

were undertaken between 2010 and 2013, resulting in more  

than 127,000 tonnes of GHG emissions reductions. Actions  

are illustrated in Figure 8.

Source: (British Columbia Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development, 

2013)

 42 (Government of Ontario, 2012)
 43 (Environmental Comissioner of Ontario, 2014)
 44 (City of Toronto, 2015)
 45 (British Columbia Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development)
 46 Ibid.
 47 (British Columbia Ministry of Community,  

Sport and Cultural Development, 2013)

Corporate Actions Community Actions

Figure 8: Number of Corporate and Community-wide Actions 
Reported by Local Governments in British Columbia  
(2010-2013)
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Transportation and Land Use

Municipal planning plays a direct role in managing public and 

private land use and transportation decisions by controlling the 

parking supply and rates, providing roads, transit, sidewalks and 

cycling paths, approving new development and setting growth 

targets and boundaries. Local governments also have the ability to 

require a level of density that reduces transportation demand and 

makes transit more viable. 

Approaches to reducing emissions from transportation include 

trip distance reduction (via land use policies), mode shifting 

(supporting transit and active transportation modes), improving 

vehicle fuel efficiency and transitioning to low carbon fuels  

(natural gas, eco-fuels, electricity). 

A summary of the policy approach benefits and challenges  

is provided in Table 6 below.

Table 6 – A Summary of Transportation and Land Use Policies

Policy Approach Benefits Challenges

Transportation and 

Land Use Policies, 

Programs and 

Incentives

 · Land use planning and 

policies supporting alternative 

transportation reduces the need 

for travel by creating compact, 

mixed use communities

 · Keeps dollars spent on energy in 

the local economy

 · Higher population and 

employment densities can 

support alternative energy 

projects

 · Existing infrastructure may limit a 

community’s ability to make land  

use changes

 · Lack of a governance structure to 

support regional coordination may 

limit the effectiveness of land use 

and transportation policies

 · Land use policies focused on urban 

boundary containment may have 

unintended consequences on land 

values and prices.

 · Setting minimum density 

requirements in communities may  

be difficult to enforce.
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Ontario – Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe
The Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe introduced 

by the Ontario Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing in 

2006, established 25 growth centres in Ontario and introduced 

a requirement to establish growth boundaries and intensification 

targets ranging from 50 to 400 people and jobs per hectare. The 

objective of the policy is to encourage greater transit-oriented 

development and to mitigate the expansion of low-density 

development.

Outcomes
 · The Neptis Foundation conducted a study in 2013 reviewing the 

effectiveness of the Growth Plan policies. The study highlights 

that the majority of local governments have started to enforce 

the minimum intensification targets of 50 people and jobs per 

hectare. The Region of Peel and the Waterloo Region have both 

adopted intensification targets exceeding the targets established 

by the Province.48

 · The report also offers lessons learned about establishing growth 

boundaries and intensification targets. Some communities have 

been permitted to lower intensification targets or expand the 

urban growth boundary. These cases highlight the need for policy 

implementation at the provincial and territorial level.

Ontario – Provincial Policy Statement (PPS)
The Ontario PPS provides policy direction on matters 

of provincial interest related to land use planning. Local 

governments use the PPS to develop their official plans and to 

guide and inform decisions on other planning matters. The PPS, 

issued under the authority of Section 3 of the Ontario Planning 
Act, was revised in April, 2014 with greater considerations related 

to energy efficiency, alternative energy development and energy 

supply for communities.49 The PPS also includes provisions to 

encourage a reduction in commuter distances travelled and water 

use, while also encouraging housing affordability and transit 

ridership, all of which have a direct link to community energy 

planning.

Outcomes
 · The Ontario Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing developed 

performance indicators for the 2005 version of the PSS, but has 

not developed indicators to measure the effectiveness of the 

policies encouraging the uptake of renewable and alternative 

energy systems introduced the 2014 version of the PPS.

British Columbia – Growth Strategies Statutes  
Amendment Act (1995)
In 1995, British Columbia reintroduced regional planning 

powers as a cooperative process, to ensure that communities 

and regional districts could work together to prepare regional 

growth strategies. The planning system uses regional growth 

strategies, regional context statements (at the municipal level) 

and implementation agreements to tackle regional issues in an 

integrated way. This approach complements provincial efforts 

to achieve greater certainty around land use and job creation, to 

make British Columbia an attractive place for investment and to 

sustain a competitive tax climate through the efficient provision 

of government services.50 Metro Vancouver introduced its first 

growth strategy in 1996 and released its most recent update of 

the plan, Metro Vancouver 2040: Shaping Our Future, in 201151

Outcomes
 · Between 2011 and 2013, 98 percent of all population growth 

occurred within the Urban Containment Boundary established 

by the plan, 85 percent of net new dwelling units were built in 

established urban areas and 68 percent of all population  

growth has occurred in urban centres and frequent transit 

development areas.

 · Today, 55 percent of Metro Vancouver residents live within 

walking distance of a frequent transit development area.

 · Over the last two decades, managing growth in Metro Vancouver 

has resulted in $715 M in avoided infrastructure costs.52

Savings Accrued from Changing How We Grow

  Source: (Metro Vancouver, 2014)

= $715 million in savings
over two decades 48 (Neptis Foundation, 2013)

 49 (Ontario Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing, 2014)
 50 (Metro Vancouver, 2014)
 51 (Metro Vancouver)
 52 (Metro Vancouver, 2014)
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Alberta – Green Transit Incentives Program (GreenTRIP)
Alberta’s GreenTRIP provides $2 billion in community funding 

(over the life of the program) for sustainable public transit, 

including purchase of transit vehicles and expansion of light 

rail transit services. The Green Transit Incentives Program 

(GreenTRIP) gives local governments support to implement 

sustainable public transit alternatives. Local governments can 

apply for GreenTRIP capital funding to help purchase transit 

vehicles and technologies, build transit terminals and expand  

light rail transit services that increase ridership and reduce  

traffic congestion.

Outcomes
 · GreenTRIP projects include 15 new transit projects worth 

more than $1 billion and including new buses, transit facilities 

throughout the province and light rail transit expansion in Calgary 

and Edmonton.53

Québec – Drive Electric Program and Branché  
au travail Program
Québec’s Drive Electric program offered a purchase/lease rebate 

between $4,000 to $8,000 for individuals, businesses and local 

governments purchasing electric or hybrid vehicles, and up to 

$1,000 for installing charging stations at home. The Branché  

au travail Program offers local governments and companies up  

to 75 percent, or $5,000 on the purchase and installation 

of a charging station. The province has also partnered with 

AddEnergie and the Government of Vermont to expand public 

charging infrastructure.54

Outcomes
 · Québec has one of the most extensive public charging networks 

in the country. As of November, 2014, there are 475 public charging  

stations available in Québec, including eight quick chargers.55

Ontario – Electric Vehicle Incentive Program  
and Charging Incentive
Ontario’s Electric Vehicle Incentive Program and Charging 

Incentive Program gave electric vehicle owners a rebate of 

$8,500 on electric vehicles and up to $1,000 the purchase and 

installation of charging stations.

Outcomes
 · There are currently 3,825 electric vehicles on the road in Ontario. 

These vehicles have the potential to offset 5.8 million litres of 

gasoline and 12,910 tonnes of GHG emissions per year.56

British Columbia – Clean Energy Vehicle Program
British Columbia’s Clean Energy Vehicle Program (renewed in 

2015) provides residents with up to $5,000 off the pre-tax sticker 

price for new battery electric, fuel-cell electric and plug-in  

hybrid electric vehicles, and up to $6,000 for a hydrogen fuel  

cell vehicle.

Outcomes
 · Under British Columbia’s Clean Energy Vehicle program (2012 to 

2014) 950 clean energy vehicles were purchased and 550 level 

two charging stations were installed in 77 communities.57

Figure 9 illustrates the impact that the programs in  

Québec, Ontario and British Columbia have had on uptake  

of electric vehicles.

Figure 9: Electric Vehicle Uptake by Province and Territory  
in Number of Vehicles

  Source: (Plug’n Drive, 2015)
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 53 (Government of Alberta Ministry of Transportation)
 54 (Hiscock & Beauvais, 2013)
 55 (Government of Québec, 2015)
 66 (Plug’n Drive, 2015)
 67 (Electric Mobility Canada, 2014)



Alternative Energy

Renewable Energy, District Energy and  

Combined Heat and Power 

Alternative energy approaches include those that generate 

electricity or heat from renewable resource, capture waste heat or 

use existing approaches more efficiently. Technologies are varied 

and include, but are not exclusive to wind, hydroelectricity, solar, 

district energy, waste heat capture and combined heat and power. 

Mechanisms include requirements (legislation, regulation) or 

incentives (feed-in tariffs, technology funding, policy support). 

A summary of the policy approach benefits and challenges  

is provided in Table 7 below.

Table 7 – A Summary of Alternative Energy Policies

Policy Approach Benefits Challenges

Alternative Energy 

Policies, Programs 

and Incentives

 · Creates/strengthens jobs sectors

 · Helps local governments/

provinces reach energy and GHG 

targets

 · Enhances local energy reliability 

and resilience

 · Community objectives may not align 

with provincial/territorial objectives 

or energy transmission/distribution 

planning

 · Alternative energy projects may 

require financial assistance from the 

provincial/territorial government
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Ontario – Environmental Protection Act  
(Ontario Regulation 496/07)
In August 2007, the Ontario Government introduced the 

Environmental Protection Act: Ontario Regulation 496/07 

Cessation of Coal Use. The regulation required that Ontario Power 

Generation (OPG) phase out the use of coal to produce electricity 

after December 31, 2014.

Outcomes
 · This regulation was fulfilled on April 8, 2014, when Ontario 

stopped burning coal to generate electricity at the Thunder Bay 

Generating Station.

 · In August 2014, OPG completed its conversion of the Atikokan 

Generating Station, which now burns wood pellets for peak load 

power production.

 · OPG is currently converting the Thunder Bay Generating Station 

to burn biomass pellets, an advanced biomass fuel that exhibits 

coal-like properties and has similar heat content to coal.58

 · Ontario’s coal phase out has also led to a 93 percent reduction in 

Ontario sulphur emissions and a reduction in the number of smog 

days from 53 days in 2005 to zero in 2014.59

Manitoba – Conservation and Water Stewardship
In 2011, Manitoba announced an emissions tax on coal in 

anticipation of a pending ban on coal heating, thereby giving 

many small coal users time to make the switch to alternatives. 

As of January 1st 2014, Manitoba’s Conservation and Water 

Stewardship office introduced North America’s first petroleum 

coke and coal heating ban with a grace period up to July 1st, 2017 

given approved conversion plans are filed by June 30th, 2014. 

Fines will be charged to those who do not comply or implement 

the submitted conversion plans. The ban is designed to reduce 

the GHG emissions associated with burning coal.60

Outcomes
 · All revenues from Manitoba’s 2012 emissions tax on coal 

($500,000 in 2013) are being redirected to support the transition 

from coal to carbon-neutral biomass energy.

 · The petroleum coke and coal-heating ban has reduced emissions 

by between 50,000 – 100,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide.61

Manitoba – Geothermal Manitoba Funding Program
The Geothermal Manitoba funding program has provided  

$3 million in support for geothermal systems.

Outcomes
 · The program has assisted over 1,000 Manitobans with installing 

geo-exchange systems in their homes and buildings. The program 

has also supported three community scale district geothermal 

systems, three residential complex systems and two office/retail 

complex systems.62

Ontario – Feed-in-Tariff Program and Combined Heat and Power 
Standard Offer Program
Ontario’s Feed-in Tariff (FIT) was launched in 2009 to encourage 

the development of renewable energy technology, attract 

investment and create new clean energy jobs in Ontario. The 

program is helping Ontario meet its goals for improving air 

quality and reducing its reliance on fossil fuels, including the 

phasing out of coal-fired generation in 2014.63 The Combined 

Heat and Power Standard Offer Program 2.0 (CHPSOP 2.0) 

supports the efficient use of gas-fired electricity generating 

facilities that use combined heat and power (CHP) technology. 

The objective of the CHPSOP 2.0 program is to facilitate the 

increased development of CHP facilities, up to a maximum 

capacity of 20 megawatts in size and that provide thermal  

energy to operations in the target sectors, including district 

energy projects.

Outcomes
 · As of 2012, there are more than 2,500 small and large FIT projects 

approved to-date in Ontario, with the capacity to produce 

enough electricity to power 1.2 million homes. The FIT has also 

attracted more than $27 billion in private sector investment, led 

to the introduction of more than 30 clean energy companies to 

the province and has created more than 20,000 jobs.64

 · The CHPSOP program has been instrumental in advancing 

projects in the City of Guelph, the Town of Markham and others.

 58 (CANBIO, 2014 CANBIO Report on the Status of Bioenergy in Canada)
 59 (Bruce Power, 2014)
 60 (CANBIO, 2014 CANBIO Report on the Status of Bioenergy in Canada)
 61 (Government of Manitoba, 2013)
 62 (Government of Manitoba)
 63 (Government of Ontario Ministry of Energy)
 64 (Ontario Ministry of Energy, 2012)



Nova Scotia – Halifax Regional Municipality Solar City 
The Province of Nova Scotia has passed an amendment to the 

Halifax Regional Municipality Charter that authorized Halifax 

Regional Municipality to install solar panels and other energy 

efficiency equipment on private property with the consent of the 

owner and to pass a by-law respecting the recovery of the cost 

from the owner, enabling the successful implementation of the 

Solar City Project.

Outcomes
 · The $8.3 million Solar City Program used an innovative financing 

and delivery mechanism allowing the municipality to provide 

turn-key installations for up to a 1,000 solar water heating 

systems to homeowners.

 · Between 2012 and 2014 the number of homes in the Halifax 

region with solar systems installed grew from 52 homes to 2,414 

homes. As of mid-January 2014, over 1,000 homes had a free 

solar assessment completed.65

British Columbia – Solar Hot Water Ready Regulation
The Province of British Columbia introduced a new Solar Hot 

Water Ready Regulation for single-family homes allowing 

communities who opt in to the regulation to require new 

single-family homes to be solar hot water ready (plumbing, 

electrical and roof structures and building orientation are set  

up to support solar hot water equipment). This is one way  

that communities can require the development community to 

build beyond the requirements of the building code.

Outcomes
 · Since it was first offered, 48 local governments in British 

Columbia, representing almost 30 percent of local governments, 

have signed on to the regulation and implemented solar hot 

water ready requirements in their communities.66

Investing in Bioenergy Capacity
Many provinces have also undertaken measures to encourage 

investment in bioenergy capacity to reduce reliance on fossil 

fuels, support renewable energy standards where they exist, 

and create value-added opportunities. Several provinces have 

mandated renewable fuel content and announced infrastructure 

grants. Key provincial initiatives are:

 · In 2012, Manitoba introduced the Manitoba Biomass Energy 

Support Program, providing up to $400,000 to help users of coal 

and biomass processors make the transition from coal towards 

bio-based energy systems and supply chains. This program will 

help the development of a renewable industry, create jobs and 

use the three to five million tonnes of biomass available annually 

in Manitoba.67

 · In 2006, the Alberta government introduced the Nine Point 

Bioenergy Plan that included a variety of policy measures 

that encouraged the development of biofuels and bioenergy 

infrastructure; facilitated the establishment of bio-industrial 

networks; established micro-generation standards for bioenergy; 

improved taxation and investments instruments for the bioenergy 

sector; and established the renewable fuel standard.68

 · In 2008 the British Columbia Bioenergy Network was set up to 

deploy near-term bioenergy technology capital for pilot and 

demonstration plants, and to support education and advocacy  

for the sector. By the end of 2013 it will have spent $16.1 million  

to advance bioenergy developments in BC.69

 · The Québec government has allowed regional economic 

development groups, or CRE’s (Conseil régionale de 

l’environnement) to examine local bioenergy proposals and 

allocate wood where it would best help communities. CREs are 

comprised of mayors, economic development organizations,  

and local stakeholders.

 · In 2008, the Québec government allocated $150 million to 

promote the conversion of municipal and institutional heavy oil 

heating to biomass through direct grants.70

 65 (Halifax Regional Council)
 66 (British Columbia Ministry of Community, Sport, and Cultural Development, 2013)
 67 (CANBIO, 2014 CANBIO Report on the Status of Bioenergy in Canada)
 68 Ibid.
 69 Ibid.
 70 Ibid.
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Figure 11: Installed Wind Capacity  
by Province and Territory in Megawatts

  Source: (Canadian Industrial End-Use Data and Analysis Centre, 2015)
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  Source: (Canadian Wind Energy Association, 2014)
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Figures 10 and 11 illustrate the capacity of district energy systems 

and installed wind capacity across Canada.

Figure 10: Capacity of District Energy Facilities  
by Province and Territory in Megawatts



Solid Waste and Landfill Gas

Emissions from solid waste account for 7 percent of Canada’s  

GHG emissions.71 These emissions can be reduced by diverting 

materials from landfill or by capturing and using landfill gas. 

Reductions can be required (via regulation) or incented  

(by providing financial support for landfill gas capture and 

combined heat and power facilities). 

A summary of the policy approach benefits and challenges  

is provided in Table 8 below.

Table 8 – A Summary of Waste and Landfill Gas Policies

Policy Approach Benefits Challenges

Solid Waste 

and Landfill Gas 

Policies, Programs 

and Incentives

 · Reduces GHG emissions

 · Establishes generation capacity 

in otherwise unproductive land 

areas

 · Extends lifetime of landfill sites

 · Landfill gas/incineration requires a 

consistent supply of fuel (such as 

household organic waste), which 

could conflict with aggressive solid 

waste diversion targets
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Best Practices and Outcomes

Manitoba – Manitoba Climate Change and Emissions  
Reduction Act
The Manitoba Climate Change and Emissions Reduction Act 

requires landfills that dispose of 750,000 tonnes or more of  

solid waste per year to capture their methane emissions.

Outcomes
 · The City of Brandon’s Eastview Landfill, the City of Winnipeg’s 

Brady Road Resource Management Facility and BFI Canada Inc. 

Prairie Green Landfill have all introduced methane gas capture 

projects. The sites present an opportunity to generate electricity 

in the future.72

Québec – Regulation Respecting the Landfilling and 
Incineration of Residual Materials
Québec’s Regulation Respecting the Landfilling and Incineration 

of Residual Materials (Measure 13)73 requires all landfills that 

accept more than 50,000 tonnes of solid waste to install systems 

to capture and store methane emitted when waste decomposes.

Québec also has a goal of diverting all organic waste from 

landfills by 2020, with a commitment to invest $650 million 

for infrastructure to compost organic waste and capture any 

methane emissions.

Outcomes
 · Residual materials disposed of in Québec has dropped from 880 

kilograms per capita to 724 kilograms per capita.74

 · Curbside recycling increased 5 percent between 2010 and 2014.

 · Recovery rates for organic matter for the municipal sector 

increased from 18 percent in 2010 to 21 percent in 2012.

Nova Scotia – Nova Scotia Solid Waste Resource  
Management Strategy
The Nova Scotia Solid Waste Resource Management Strategy 

has reduced GHG emissions from waste by nearly 50 percent 

by diverting organic waste from landfills, introducing disposal 

bans, industry recycling and waste diversion agreements and a 

management program that banned landfilling and incineration  

of organic waste.

Outcomes
 · In 2009, the province had the highest landfill diversion rate  

in the country.75

 71 (Environment Canada, 2013)
 72 (Giroux Environmental Consulting, 2014)
 73 (Government of Quebec)
 74 (RECYC-QUÉBEC, 2014)
 75 (Giroux Environmental Consulting, 2014)



Carbon Pricing

Carbon pricing assigns a cost to the release of carbon to the 

atmosphere from the burning of fossil fuels. Carbon, when released 

into the atmosphere, has environmental and economic (health, 

infrastructure, tourism, etc.) consequences that are not captured  

in the price of fossil fuels. 

Establishing a price on carbon sends a market signal that 

supports the more efficient use of energy and can encourage 

a transition to lower carbon energy sources. Around the world, 

jurisdictions are applying a carbon tax mechanism and a cap and 

trade mechanism, or a combination of the two, to price carbon.  

In many cases carbon pricing accompanies other policies, such  

as regulation and direct incentives to reduce GHG emissions.76 

A summary of the policy approach benefits and challenges  

is provided in Table 9 below.

Table 8 – A Summary of Waste and Landfill Gas Policies

Policy Approach Benefits Challenges

Carbon Tax and 

Cap and Trade 

Programs

 · Enables the business case for 

community energy projects and 

encourages the transition to low-

carbon infrastructure and clean 

technology

 · Helps communities, provinces 

and territories reach energy and 

GHG targets

 · Revenue neutral programs reduce 

taxes on other activities

 · Provides a source of government 

funding

 · High carbon prices could provide 

disincentive to development/industry

 · Cap-and-trade requires effective 

quantification to enact industry 

change (e.g. setting too high a limit 

may not incent industry players to 

reduce emissions)

 76 (Association of Municipalities of Ontario, 2015)
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Best Practices

British Columbia – Carbon Tax
British Columbia implemented a carbon tax in 2008. It applies 

to most fuel types and carbon emissions. It started as $10 per 

tonne of carbon dioxide and was gradually increased to $30 per 

tonne. Since the carbon tax is revenue neutral, equivalent cuts 

to personal income tax and corporate tax rates led to British 

Columbia having some of the lowest tax rates in North America.77

The Minister of Finance is required by law to annually prepare 

a three-year plan for recycling carbon tax revenues through tax 

reductions. This plan is presented to the Legislative Assembly 

at the same time as the provincial Budget. The Revenue Neutral 

Carbon Tax Plan and Report, presented in Balanced Budget 2014, 

documents the tax reductions that return carbon tax revenues 

to individuals and businesses. Based on the revised forecast of 

revenue and tax reduction estimates, revenue neutrality has been 

met for 2013/14. The reduction in provincial revenue exceeds the 

$1,212 million in carbon tax revenue by $20 million.78

Since the tax came in, fuel use in British Columbia has 

dropped by 16 percent. When compared to the rest of Canada, 

fuel use has increased by 3 percent (counting all fuels covered  

by the tax). British Columbia’s GDP has slightly outperformed  

the rest of Canada’s since 2008. British Columbia’s carbon  

tax has gained widespread global praise as a model for the  

world - from organizations such as the OECD, the World Bank 

and The Economist.79

Québec | Cap and Trade Program
In January 2012, Québec enacted a cap-and-trade program for 

large industrial emitters, along with California, under the Western 

Climate Initiative. In 2007, Québec was the first province to 

introduce a carbon tax where revenues were intended exclusively 

for investments with environmental benefits.

Alberta – Climate Change and Emissions Management Act
In 2003, Alberta established the Climate Change and Emissions 

Management Act. The act requires any facility emitting more than 

100,000 tonnes or more of GHG emissions per year to reduce 

their emissions by 12 percent.80 Emitters will be required to 

reduce emissions by 15 percent in 2016 and 17 percent in 2017.  

Companies can comply using four different approaches, including:

 · Improving operations

 · Using Emission Performance Credits81

 · Purchasing Alberta-based carbon offset credits or

 · Contributing $15 per tonne of carbon emitted to the Climate 

Change and Emissions Management Fund, which is used to 

support a variety of clean energy and clean-technology projects 

across Alberta.

The price of emissions is set to increase for every tonne emitted 

over the set target to $20 per tonne in 2016 and $30 per tonne  

in 2017.

Ontario Cap – Cap and Trade Program
In April, 2015, the Government of Ontario announced that it 

intends to join the cap and trade system under the Western 

Climate Initiative. Under the cap and trade system, businesses 

will have a GHG quota and will then be able to sell it if they don’t 

need it because of their own efficiency. The government will 

reinvest the money raised through cap and trade in a transparent 

way back into projects that reduce GHG pollution and help 

businesses remain competitive.82

 77 (R. Beaty, R. Lipsey, S. Elgie, 2014)
 78 (Government of British Columbia)
 79 (R. Beaty, R. Lipsey, S. Elgie, 2014)
 80 (Alberta Environment and Parks, 2015)
 81 If a company that is covered by the Specified Gas Emitters Regulation reduces 

its emissions intensity to below its reduction target, it is eligible for an emission 

performance credit. Like offsets, these credits are used to counteract the emissions of a 

facility. Unlike offsets, these additional reductions occur at regulated facilities. (Alberta 

Environment and Parks, 2015)
 82 (Government of Ontario, 2015)



2.3 Best Practices:  
Working with Provincial and Territorial Agencies,  
Utilities and Municipal Associations

Municipal Associations, Provincial Agencies and Utilities

There are other non-legislative approaches that provincial and 

territorial governments can use to achieve energy objectives. 

Some examples include programs through municipal associations, 

public insurance corporations, and other crown corporations and 

governments agencies. 

Municipal associations are useful consultation, planning 

and implementation partners for communities, provinces and 

territories, providing an important vehicle for communication 

between the two levels and assisting with the development of 

political momentum around issues related to energy. 

Provincial and territorial agencies and energy utilities (private 

and public) can also help to operationalize provincial and territorial 

policies and help achieve objectives.83 

A summary of the policy approach benefits and challenges  

is provided in Table 10 below.

Table 10 – A Summary of Alternative Approaches: Working with Provincial and Territorial 
Agencies, Utilities and Municipal Associations

Policy Approach Benefits Challenges

Community 

Energy Managers 

Funded by Utilities

 · Utilities typically provide partial 

funding, helping to overcome 

staff capacity associated with 

developing and implementing 

CEPs

 · Dedicated municipal employees 

can communicate with 

stakeholders to develop and 

maintain political support for 

community energy projects

 · Deliverables maintain focus on 

achieving CEP outcomes

 · Allows for a regional approach 

to CEP development and 

implementation

 · Matching funds from provinces/

territories requires base funding from 

local governments

 · Dependence on a single employee 

may cause vulnerability (e.g. 

employee issue/change/loss could 

hinder CEP success likelihood). Small 

communities may face high turnover

 83 There are many more valuable policies and programs across Canada that are not 

included in this report. See Appendix I for a full list of policies and programs identified 

in this report.
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Best Practices

Yukon – Our Towns, Our Future
In 2010 the Government of Yukon established a territory-wide 

consultation process entitled Our Towns, Our Future. One of 

the objectives of the consultation was to establish partnerships 

between local governments in Yukon, the Association of Yukon 

Communities and the Government of Yukon. The consultation 

identified community energy planning as an important priority 

and led to the development and implementation of energy 

efficiency and other energy-related programs.84

Alberta – Alberta Union Municipalities Association
The Alberta Union Municipalities Association (AUMA) 

has developed a municipal energy policy framework. The 

framework acknowledges that local governments are a) 

significant consumers of energy, b) integral to the successful 

transportation of energy, c) utility owners that provide services 

to residents, and d) accountable for social, health, environmental, 

economic development impacts associated with energy sector 

development.85

British Columbia – Union of British Columbia Municipalities
The Union of British Columbia Municipalities (UBCM) is an 

important liaison between the province and local governments. 

For example, the joint provincial/UBCM Green Communities 

Committee (GCC) was established under the Climate Action 

Charter. For instance, the GCC developed the British Columbia 

Climate Action Toolkit website which provides timely and relevant 

information for local governments on how to reduce energy use 

and GHG emissions through policies, programs, guidelines and 

other mechanisms.86

British Columbia – BC Hydro Community  
Energy Manager Program
BC Hydro’s Community Energy Manager Program provides 

funding for municipal Community Energy Managers since 2009. 

BC Hydro provides up to 50 percent of the salary of a full-time 

senior staff member (to a maximum of $50,000 per year) for 

two years. The Community Energy Manager offer is open to local 

governments (including regional districts) within the BC Hydro 

service territory with a population over 75,000, or population 

over 20,000 with a Council-approved CEEP (or equivalent) and 

demonstrated leadership in electricity demand-side management.

All CEM work plans include the following mandatory deliverables:

 · Community Energy Policy: A minimum of one policy to drive 

energy efficiency in residential and/or commercial buildings and 

is modeled using the Policy Impact Estimator (PIE Tool) and 

should forecast a minimum of one gigawatt hour of savings

 · Building Code Compliance Enhancement: Support local 

government Building Officials in ensuring compliance with the 

energy aspects of the British Columbia Building Code

 · Power Smart Program Promotion: Promote BC Hydro Power 

Smart programs using local government channels (e.g. building 

permits, business licenses, property tax notices, recreation 

programs for low income households, etc.)

Outcomes
There are 26 CEMs funded to-date in 16 local governments (local 

governments and regional districts) across BC Hydro’s service 

territory. Currently, there are 11 active CEMs in the program. The 

value of this program equals the avoided community salary costs 

of $2.6 million.87

 84 (Government of Yukon, 2014)
 85 (AUMA, n.d.)
 86 (Government of British Columbia)
 87 This is calculated as $50,000 for 2 years for 26 CEMS.
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British Columbia – Insurance Corporation of  
British Columbia Road Safety Program
The Insurance Corporation of British Columbia (ICBC) is British 

Columbia’s publicly owned and operated provincial insurance 

agency. ICBC provides funding for improving road safety by 

contributing to municipal transportation improvement projects. 

Projects must not only improve vehicle safety, but also benefit 

pedestrians and cyclists, particularly in and near school zones. 

In 2009, ICBC contributed approximately $8.1 million to road 

improvements throughout British Columbia.

An evaluation carried out at the end of 2009 concluded that 

for every dollar invested, ICBC and its customers see a return that 

is 5 to 12 times the investment. That is, for every dollar invested, 

ICBC and its customers save $5.60 over two years and $12.80 

over five years on insurance premiums through the resulting 

safety improvement for drivers, cyclists and pedestrians.88

Northwest Territories – Utility Support
Since 2007, NT Energy (a subsidiary of the Northward Territories 

Hydro Corporation) has formed strong relationships with a 

number of community and Aboriginal Governments, often 

acting as a bridge between community governments and the 

Government of the Northwest Territories, or between industry 

and a community. As part of its program focus on developing 

renewable and local energy projects across the Northwest 

Territories, NT Energy processes in place to ensure that all 

project stakeholders are involved in the development and 

implementation of projects.89

Outcomes
 · NT Energy is studying the feasibility and costs of developing 

a biomass combined heat and power plant in the Northwest 

Territories. If economical, communities could be served through a 

central group of industrial-size boilers.

 · A number of areas in the Deh Cho Region have strong 

geothermal potential. This resource could take entire 

communities off of fuel oil as a heat source while also meeting 

their power needs. NT Energy continues to provide technical and 

economic expertise to assess this resource.

Nunavut – Climate Change Community Engagement
The Arviat Climate Change Community Engagement Project took 

place in 2014. It was an initiative implemented in partnership with 

the Government of Nunavut Department of Environment.

Outcomes
 · Outreach included community consultations, youth education 

and outreach activities and other community-wide activities, 

including a radio show and community information night. The 

Climate Change Section (Government of Nunavut, Department 

of Environment) coordinated community engagement activities. 

Other partners included the Government of Nunavut Department 

of Community and Community Services, Memorial University 

of Newfoundland, Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated, the Arviat 

Wellness Centre, and 3VGeomatics. The community engagement 

process included elders, hamlet staff and council, local business 

owners, the housing sector, and youth. The result of the 

community consultations was an increased awareness of climate 

change-related issues, such as permafrost thaw.90

 88 (Transport Canada, 2011)  

For more information visit www.icbc.com/road-safety/safer-roads/ invest-roads
 89 (NT Energy)
 90 (Nunavut Climate Change Centre)



Section 3

A Way Forward

There are over 640 provincial and territorial policies across 

Canada supporting the development and implementation  

of CEPs.91

The policy approaches identified in Section 2 of this 

report indicate that there is no need to look beyond Canadian 

boundaries for good examples of community-focused policies to 

address provincial and territorial energy objectives.

While all provinces and territories have implemented at least 

one of the policy approaches listed, there is an opportunity to 

examine how each of the policies can work together to help 

communities enable provinces and territories to achieve their 

energy objectives. Figure 12 illustrates how the range of provincial 

and territorial policies can encourage the development and 

implementation of CEPs.

Figure 12: A Comprehensive Approach to  
Supporting CEP Implementation

Provincial and territorial policy approaches for CEP development 

and implementation can be reflected along a continuum, ranging 

from a hands-off approach to encouraging or requiring specific 

action at the community level. The range of policy approaches is 

reflected in Figure 13.

Figure 13: Policy Continuum

Despite cultural, geo-political and resource differences 

among provinces and territories, there is an opportunity to 

replicate successful programs to support the development and 

implementation of CEPs in Canadian communities. While small, 

remote and First Nations communities continue to depend on 

federal or provincial and territorial programs to make progress, 

provinces and territories with resource constraints should focus 

policy efforts in areas that will have the most impact.

  Source: Community Energy Association
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 91 The full list of policies can be found in Appendix I.
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Actions that provincial and territorial 

policymakers can take to support CEP 

development and implementation include:

Provinces and territories are  

missing opportunities to support  

CEP development with energy data.

Energy inventories and providing community energy data  

is a critical first step for the development and implementation  

of CEPs.

The use of policies to support CEP development, including 

inventories and monitoring, is low, and entirely absent in some 

provinces and territories.

In jurisdictions such as British Columbia, Ontario and 

Northwest Territories, which have supported the development 

of energy and emissions inventories, local governments have 

advanced with both the development of CEPs and tracking 

implementation.

Provinces and territories need to better 

align policies and programs with  

local government needs to support  

CEP implementation.

All provincial and territorial governments have policies and 

programs in place to support the implementation of community 

energy actions, however approaches vary significantly from 

province and territory.

The most common policy and program is for alternative 

energy projects followed by transportation and energy efficiency 

in buildings.

There is an opportunity for provinces and territories to 

enhance the linkage between policies and energy used in 

communities. For example, transportation, which accounts  

for about 18 percent of energy used in communities, is 

inadequately reflected in policies and programs in some 

provinces and territories.

Additionally, many provinces and territories have biomass 

strategies yet implementation of biomass district energy projects 

is still relatively rare. This type of discrepancy suggests that 

more integration between provincial/territorial policies and 

communities is needed.

Carbon pricing can drive CEP 

development and implementation.

Carbon pricing, while used infrequently, is applied in British 

Columbia, Alberta and Québec as a best practice to incent the 

implementation of more community energy actions.
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Provincial and Territorial Policies 
Supporting Community Energy
Plan Implementation
To download the complete policy database  

please visit www.gettingtoimplementation.ca.  
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Provinical Legislation

BC Green Communities Act X        https://www.leg.bc.ca/38th4th/1st_read/gov27-1.htm 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Targets Act        X http://www.leg.bc.ca/38th3rd/1st_read/gov44-1.htm 
Growth Strategies Statutes Amendment Act       X  https://www.leg.bc.ca/35th4th/3rd_read/gov11-3.htm
Solar Hot Water Regulation    X     http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/1322733767
2012 Greenhouse Gas Reduction (Clean Energy) Regulation       X  http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/102_2012
2008 Greenhouse Gas Reduction (renewable and low carbon fuel 
requirements) Act       X  https://www.leg.bc.ca/38th4th/3rd_read/gov16-3.htm 
2011 Clean Energy Act Amendments for Pay-as-You-Save Retrofit 
Financing     X    http://www.empr.gov.bc.ca/EEC/Strategy/EEA/Documents/PAYS%20Document%20Jan%2028%202012%20-%20FINAL.pdf
Landfill Gas Regulation (2016) 2016      X   http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/codes/landfill_gas/

Electricity Regulation         
Clean Energy Act

  X     X http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/10022_01
Utilities Commission Amendment Act

 X X X     http://www.bclaws.ca/Recon/document/ID/freeside/00_96473_01 
Demand Side Measures Regulation

       X http://www.bclaws.ca/Recon/document/ID/freeside/10_326_2008 

Financial Incentive         
 Climate Action Revenue Incentive Program

2010 X       X http://www.cscd.gov.bc.ca/lgd/greencommunities/carip.htm
Community Action on Energy and Emissions

2008 2011   X X X X X X http://www.empr.gov.bc.ca/RET/COMMUNITYENERGYSOLUTIONS/CAEEI/Pages/default.aspx
Clean Energy Vehicle Program

      X  https://www.cevforbc.ca/clean-energy-vehicle-program
Carbon Tax

       X http://www.fin.gov.bc.ca/tbs/tp/climate/carbon_tax.htm
Infrastructure Planning Grant

       X http://www.cscd.gov.bc.ca/lgd/infra/infrastructure_grants/infrastructure_planning_grant.htm
2008 $25 million Bioenergy Network

   X     http://bcbioenergy.ca/
2008 Remote Communities Implementation Program 

  X      http://www.fraserbasin.bc.ca/ccaq_rci.html
2008 $25 million Innovative Clean Energy (ICE) Fund

  X X   X  http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/electricity-alternative-energy/energy-efficiency-conservation/innovative-clean-energy-ice-fund

Other Tools
Local Government Climate Action Charter

2008 X       X http://www.cscd.gov.bc.ca/lgd/greencommunities/climate_action_charter.htm
Community Energy & Emissions Inventory

2010 X        http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/topic.page?id=E6A2B468C9174BFB9E2DE4EDB504587F&title=CEEI%20Support
2009 LiveSmart BC: Energy Efficiency Incentive Program

2009 2013     X    http://www.livesmartbc.ca/incentives/efficiency-home/index.html
BC Hydro Sustainable Communities Program

X   X X  X X http://www.bchydro.com/powersmart/local_government_district/ps_communities.html?WT.mc_id=sustainablecommunities
BC Hydro - OCTO, etc

  X    X  http://www.bchydro.com/news/conservation/2013/fast-charging-stations.html
BC Hydro DG

  X      http://www.bchydro.com/energy-in-bc/customer-based_generation.html
2012 Green Energy as a Rural Economic Development Tool Project

  X X X  X  http://www.ruralbcgreenenergy.com/
Toolkit.bc.ca

       X toolkit.bc.ca
Plans and Strategies

BC Climate Action Plan
       X http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/topic.page?id=9DF88AF901A14DE59BF3CF4B8A6B17EB

BC BioEnergy Strategy (2005)
   X     http://www.energyplan.gov.bc.ca/bioenergy/

$94.5 million endowment to create the Pacific Institute for Climate 
Solutions 2008        X http://pics.uvic.ca/

Year
Policy Category
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ALBERTA
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LINK
Provinical Legislation

Specified Gas Emissions Regulation (SGER) 2004        X http://www.pembina.org/blog/708
Climate Change and Emissions Management Act (created SGER)

2003        X http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Acts/C16P7.pdf
Micro Generation Regulation 2008  X X      http://www.energy.alberta.ca/electricity/microgen.asp
Code of Practice for Energy Recovery 2005    X     http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/codes/ENERGY.pdf
Quantification Protocol for Landfill Gas Capture &Combustion

2007    X  X  X
http://esrd.alberta.ca/focus/alberta-and-climate-change/regulating-greenhouse-gas-emissions/alberta-based-
offset-credit-system/offset-credit-system-protocols/documents/DraftLandfillGasCaptureCombustion-Feb2015.pdf

Electrical Utilities Act 2003  X       http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Acts/E05P1.pdf
Quantification Protocol for Diversion of Biomass to Energy from 
Biomass Combustion Facilities 2007   X X    X http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$Department/deptdocs.nsf/all/cl14137
Renewable Fuel Standard 2011       X  http://www.energy.alberta.ca/BioEnergy/1516.asp
Alberta Land Stewardship Act 2009       X  https://www.landuse.alberta.ca/Governance/ALSA/Pages/default.aspx

Electricity Regulation
Hydro and Electric Energy Amendment Regulation 1983  X       http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Regs/1983_409.pdf
Alberta Electric System Operator 2001  X X      http://www.aeso.ca/
AUC Rule 024 (AUC Rule for Micro Generation, see above) 2008   X      http://www.auc.ab.ca/rule-development/micro-generation/Pages/default.aspx
Municipal Own Use Generation Regulation 2009  X X      http://www.qp.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=2009_080.cfm&leg_type=Regs&isbncln=9780779739691

Financial Incentive
Energy Efficiency Rebates 2009 2012    X    http://alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=319658C109502-BE81-4CB6-841D397BB04A4E1E
Climate Change & Emissions Management Fund 2009   X X  X X  http://ccemc.ca/projects/
Green Transit Incentives Program (GreenTRIP) 2010       X  http://www.municipalaffairs.alberta.ca/municipalgrants-description.cfm?program_id=25
Gax Tax: Alberta's program   X X  X X  http://municipalaffairs.alberta.ca/federal-gas-tax-fund
Municipal Sustainability Initiative 2007      X X  http://municipalaffairs.alberta.ca/msi.cfm
Alberta Community Partnership 2010   X X  X X  http://municipalaffairs.alberta.ca/albertacommunitypartnership.cfm

Other Tools
Municipal Climate Change Action Centre 2010        X http://mccac.ca/?page=48
Bioenergy Producer Credit Program 2007 2013  X X   X  http://www.energy.alberta.ca/BioEnergy/pdfs/Guideline_March_2013_Including_3_Yr_Budgets.pdf
Alberta Innovates — Energy and Environment Solutions 2010   X X   X  http://ai-ees.ca/renewables-and-emerging-technologies.aspx
One Simple Act        X http://www.onesimpleact.alberta.ca/
Taking Action to Manage Energy (TAME) Initiative 2010 2013    X    http://mccac.ca/?page=110
Municipal Building Energy Efficiency Database        X http://mccac.ca/?page=118
Climate Change Central 1999 2014  X  X  X  http://environment.gov.ab.ca/info/faqs/faq3-Climate_Change_Central.asp
Efficient Use of Land Tools Compendium

      X  
https://landuse.alberta.ca/LandUse%20Documents/LUF%20EUL%20Implementation%20Tools%20Compendium%2
0_2014-07.pdf

Plans and Strategies
Climate Change Strategy 2008        X http://environment.gov.ab.ca/info/library/7894.pdf
Provincial Energy Strategy 2008        X http://www.energy.alberta.ca/Initiatives/3082.asp
Municipal Climate Change Action Plan 2009        X http://aim.prepared-fp7.eu/viewer/doc.aspx?id=58
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Provinical Legislation

Climate Change and Emissions Reduction Act 2008   X   X X X http://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/statutes/ccsm/c135e.php
The Planning Act (C.C.S.M. c. P80) Provincial Planning 
Regulation 2011       X  https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/statutes/ccsm/p080e.php
The Biofuels Act (Biodiesel Mandate for Diesel Fuel 
Regulation) 2009       X  http://www.gov.mb.ca/ia/energy/biofuels/biodiesel/
Manitoba’s ethanol sales mandate 2008       X  http://www.gov.mb.ca/ia/MobilePages/energy/biofuels/ethanol/index.html
The Emissions Tax on Coal and Petroleum Coke Act

2014        X http://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/statutes/ccsm/e090e.php
Electricity Regulation

N/A         
Financial Incentive

Manitoba Geothermal Energy Incentive Program 2011    X     http://www.gov.mb.ca/ia/energy/geothermal/incentives.html
Manitoba Hydro PowerSmart   X X X    https://www.hydro.mb.ca/your_home/savings_home.shtml
Biomass Energy Support Program 2014    X     http://www.manitoba.ca/agriculture/innovation-and-research/biomass-energy-support-program.html
Biomass Economy Network    X     http://www.50by30.org/ben/
Waste Reduction and Pollution Prevention (WRAPP) 
Fund 2004      X   http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/pollutionprevention/wrapp/wrappfund.html
Climate Change Action Fund 2004 2014      X X http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/climate/mb_doing/action_fund.html
Earth Power Loan for Solar Water Heaters    X     https://www.hydro.mb.ca/your_home/solar_water_heating/loan.shtml
Gas Tax: Energy Systems and Transit Supportive 
Funding    X   X  http://www.gov.mb.ca/ia/fedgastax/index.html

        http://www.gov.mb.ca/ia/fedgastax/pdf/gtir_2013.pdf
Other Tools

Green Registry        X http://greenregistry.org/home/
Preliminary Hydrogen Opportunities Report 2003       X  http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/climate/mb_doing/hydrogen.html
The Climate Change Connection (C3)        X http://climatechangeconnection.org/
The Climate Change Community Challenge     X  X  http://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=27756&posted=2005-05-31
 Provincial landfill gas (LFG) management and 
mitigation strategy      X   http://www.gov.mb.ca/asset_library/en/beyond_kyoto/municipalities.pdf
Electric Vehicle Road Map       X X http://www.gov.mb.ca/ia/energy/transportation/images/elec_vehicle_road_map.pdf
Hybrid Electric Vehicle Rebate Program 2010      X  http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/climate/mb_doing/hybrid/index.html

Plans and Strategies
Tomorrow Now Manitoba's Green Plan, 2nd ed.

2014       X X http://gov.mb.ca/conservation/tomorrownowgreenplan/
Kyoto and Beyond: Manitoba's Climate Plan

2008        X http://www.gov.mb.ca/asset_library/en/beyond_kyoto/municipalities.pdf
Manitoba Clean Energy Strategy

2012        X http://www.gov.mb.ca/ia/energy/index.html
Climate Change Mitigation through Land Use Planning

      X X http://www.gov.mb.ca/ia/plups/pdf/ccm.pdf
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Provinical Legislation
The Management and Reduction of Greenhouse Gases 
Act 2010        X http://www.environment.gov.sk.ca/climatechange

Electricity Regulation
N/A         

Financial Incentive
Go Green Fund

2008 2012  X X X  X  http://environment.gov.sk.ca/go-green/fund
Energy Star Loan Program 2014    X    http://www.environment.gov.sk.ca/go-green/programs/energy-conservation
Gas Tax Fund    X     http://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/regions/sk/sk-prof-eng.html

Other Tools
Build Smart Registration Program for Home Builders

2013     X    http://www.totalhome.ca/files/7513/7875/2006/Build_Smart_Registration_Program_for_Home_Builders.pdf
SaskPower's Net Metering Program & Rebate 

2007  X X      
http://www.saskpower.com/efficiency-programs-and-tips/generate-your-own-power/self-generation-
programs/net-metering-program/

The Solar Heating Initiative for Today (SHIFT) Program
2008 2012  X      http://www.cansia.ca/government-regulatory-issues/consumer-incentives/provincial

SaskPower's Small Power Producer Program
2010  X X      

http://www.saskpower.com/efficiency-programs-and-tips/generate-your-own-power/self-generation-
programs/small-power-producers-program/

The Green Options Partners Program
2010 2014  X      

http://www.saskpower.com/efficiency-programs-and-tips/generate-your-own-power/self-generation-
programs/green-options-partners-program/

SaskPower Renewable Energy Mandate 1993  X X X     http://www.saskpower.com/our-power-future/our-electricity/supply-options/
PST Exemption for Energy Star Equipment 2014     X    http://www.saskenergy.com/saving_energy/specialoffers.asp
Saskatchewan Renewable Diesel Program 2011       X  http://www.environment.gov.sk.ca/go-green/programs/transportation

Plans and Strategies

Saskatchewan Climate Change Plan        X http://docs.legassembly.sk.ca/legdocs/Bills/3_26/Bill-126.pdf
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Provinical Legislation

Green Energy and Economy Act – Bill 150 (2009)
2009   X  X  X  

http://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/09g12?_ga=1.233637852.378243842.142117
5010

Local Improvement Charges (2012) 2012     X   X http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page10226.aspx
Ontario Regulation 397/11 (2011) 2011 X        http://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/110397
Feed In Tariff 2.0 (2012) 2012   X      http://fit.powerauthority.on.ca/what-feed-tariff-program
Provincial Policy Statement (2014) 2014   X X   X X http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/AssetFactory.aspx?did=10463
Places to Grow Act (2005) 2005     X    http://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/05p13
Combined Heat and Power Standard Offer Program 2014  X  X     http://www.powerauthority.on.ca/combined-heat-power-procurement
OPA Energy Storage procurement 2014   X      

http://www.ieso.ca/Pages/Participate/Energy-Storage-
Procurement/default.aspx

Electricity Regulation
Conservation First Framework (2015)

2015 2020  X X X    
http://www.powerauthority.on.ca/opa-conservation/conservation-first-
framework-2015-2020

Hydro One Net Metering Program   X      http://www.hydroone.com/Generators/Pages/NetMetering.aspx
Financial Incentive

Municipal Energy Plan Program 2013 X      X X http://www.energy.gov.on.ca/en/municipal-energy/
Conservation Fund     X    http://www.powerauthority.on.ca/cfund
Education and Capacity Building Fund

2013        X
http://www.ieso.ca/Pages/Participate/Funding-Programs/Education-and-
Capacity-Building-Program/default.aspx

SaveONenergy     X    https://saveonenergy.ca/
EV Rebate Program

      X  
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/vehicles/electric/electric-vehicle-incentive-
program.shtml

Other Tools
Ontario Building Code     X    https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/060350

Plans and Strategies
Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (2006)

2006 X  X X X X X X https://www.placestogrow.ca/content/ggh/plan-cons-english-all-web.pdf
Growth Plan for Nothern Ontario

2011   X  X  X  https://www.placestogrow.ca/images/pdfs/GPNO-final.pdf
Go Green: Ontario’s Action Plan on Climate Change 
(2007) 2007   X X X  X X

http://www.climateontario.ca/doc/workshop/2011LakeSimcoe/Ontarios%20Go
%20Green%20Action%20Plan%20on%20Climate%20Change.pdf

Ontario’s Long Term Energy Supply Plan (2010)
  X X X   X http://www.energy.gov.on.ca/en/files/2014/09/MEI_LTEP_en.pdf

Ontario's Long-Term Energy Plan (2013) 2013        X http://www.energy.gov.on.ca/en/files/2014/10/LTEP_2013_English_WEB.pdf
Climate Ready: Ontario's Adaptation Strategy and 
Action Plan 2011 2014       X

http://www.abca.on.ca/downloads/MOE_Climate_Ready_ENG.pdf?phpMyAdm
in

Metrolinx - the Big Move 2008 X
http://www.metrolinx.com/thebigmove/Docs/big_move/TheBigMove_020109.
pdf
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Provinical Legislation

Community Planning Act 2014   X  X  X  http://www.canlii.org/en/nb/laws/stat/rsnb-1973-c-c-12/latest/rsnb-1973-c-c-12.html
Clean Environment Act 2010    X     http://www.canlii.org/en/nb/laws/stat/rsnb-1973-c-c-6/latest/rsnb-1973-c-c-6.html
Electricity Act (Renewable Portfolio Standard) 2014   X      https://www.canlii.org/en/nb/laws/stat/snb-2013-c-7/latest/snb-2013-c-7.html
Municipalities Act 2008   X      http://www.canlii.org/en/nb/laws/stat/rsnb-1973-c-m-22/latest/rsnb-1973-c-m-22.html
Energy Efficiency Building Code Standards 2015     X    http://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/energy/energy_blueprint/content/code.html

Electricity Regulation

NB Energy and Utlities Board (Open Access 
Transmission)  X       http://www.nbeub.ca/
Electricity from Renewable Resources Regulation -
Electricity Act  X       https://www.canlii.org/en/nb/laws/regu/nb-reg-2013-65/latest/nb-reg-2013-65.html

Financial Incentive

Efficiency NB
    X    http://www.efficiencynb.ca/index.html

NB Environmental Trust Fund
2011   X X  X X X

http://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/elg/environment/content/environmental_t
rustfund/priority_areas.html

Gas Tax Fund
2005   X X  X X  

http://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/elg/local_government/content/financial_s
upport/content/gas_tax_fund.html

Other Tools
Family Eco-Challenge

    X    
http://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/elg/environment/content/climate_change
/content/take_the_family_eco-challenge.html

Large Industrial Renewable Energy Purchase Program
2012   X      

http://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/energy/energy_blueprint/content/purchas
e_program.html

NB Smart Grid
2012   X      

http://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/en/pdf/Publications/EnergyBlueprintFin
alProgressReport.pdf

NB Power Net Metering & Embedded Generation
  X X     

http://www.nbpower.com/html/en/save_energy/renewable_projects/net_metering/net_meter
ing.html

Toolkit for Building Sustainable Communities
X       X

http://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/elg/environment/content/community_sust
ainability_plans/toolkit.html

EV Advisory Group and Pilots
      X  https://www.nbpower.com/en/smart-habits/smart-grid/electric-vehicles/

Plans and Strategies
NB Climate Change Action Plan

2014   X  X  X X
http://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/env/pdf/Climate-
Climatiques/ClimateChangeActionPlan2014-2020.pdf

NB Energy Blueprint
       X

http://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/en/pdf/Publications/201110NBEnergyBlu
eprint.pdf

Value-added Wood Sector Strategy 2012    X     http://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Corporate/pdf/EcDevEc/Wood.pdf
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Provinical Legislation

Sustainable Regional and Local Land Use Planning Act

2011       X  

http://www.assnat.qc.ca/Media/Process.aspx?MediaId=ANQ.Vigie.Bll.DocumentGenerique_52761en
&process=Default&token=ZyMoxNwUn8ikQ+TRKYwPCjWrKwg+vIv9rjij7p3xLGTZDmLVSmJLoqe/v
G7/Ywzz

Regulation respecting the landfilling and incineration of residual materials (REIMR) 2005      X   http://www.mddelcc.gouv.qc.ca/matieres/reimr.htm
Regulation respecting a cap-and-trade system for greenhouse gas emission allowances

2011        X
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=3&file=/Q_2/
Q2R46_1_A.HTM

Electricity Regulation
Régie de l’énergie   X      http://www.regie-energie.qc.ca/

Financial Incentive
Climat Municipalities Program V1 2009 2012 X        http://www.mddelcc.gouv.qc.ca/programmes/climat-municipalites/
Drive Electric Program       X  http://vehiculeselectriques.gouv.qc.ca/english/particuliers/rabais.asp
Green Heat (Chauffez Vert) 2013   X     http://www.efficaciteenergetique.gouv.qc.ca/en/my-home/chauffez-vert/#.Vaa_fflVhBc
ÉcoPerformance 2014    X    http://www.efficaciteenergetique.gouv.qc.ca/en/business-clientele/ecoperformance/#.Vaa_rflVhBd
Quebec Biogas Program 2005      X   
Veloce and Veloce II 1999       X  http://conf.tac-atc.ca/english/annualconference/tac2014/s-28/panneton-e.pdf

Other Tools
Hydro-Québec  X X X    http://www.hydroquebec.com/distribution/en/marchequebecois/
Programme Biomasse forestière résiduelle (residual forest biomass) - MERN 2014   X     http://www.hydroquebec.com/sustainable-development/energy-environment/biomass.html
The Rénoclimat Renovations Program    X X    http://www.efficaciteenergetique.gouv.qc.ca/en/my-home/renoclimat/#.VabAmflVhBc
Éconologis     X    http://www.efficaciteenergetique.gouv.qc.ca/en/my-home/econologis/#.VabAoflVhBc
Novoclimat     X    http://www.efficaciteenergetique.gouv.qc.ca/en/my-home/novoclimat/#.VabAovlVhBc
Quebec Infrastructure Plan - Transit

2008       X  
http://www.tresor.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/PDF/budget_depenses/15-
16/quebecPublicInfrastructure.pdf

Capital Assistance Program 
2006 2014      X  

https://www.mtq.gouv.qc.ca/partenairesprives/entreprisesservicestransportroutier/programmes-
aide/Pages/Transport-collectif-personnes-SOFIL.aspx

Plans and Strategies
Québec Energy Strategy 2006-2015 (MRNF)

       X
http://www.mern.gouv.qc.ca/english/publications/energy/strategy/energy-strategy-2006-2015-
summary.pdf

Québec and Climate Change: A Challenge for the Future – Action Plan 2006-2012 
       X http://www.mddelcc.gouv.qc.ca/changements/plan_action/2006-2012_en.pdf

the Electric Vehicles Action Plan (2011)
       X

http://www.cap-
cpma.ca/images/ECP%20Documents/AFV%20Conference/ADaneau.PAVE.MRNF_Eng.pdf

the Québec Residual Materials Management Policy (2011)
       X http://www.mddelcc.gouv.qc.ca/matieres/mat_res-en/

the Québec Research and Innovation Strategy (2010)
       X http://www.bibliotheque.assnat.qc.ca/DepotNumerique_v2/AffichageFichier.aspx?idf=18572

the Development Strategy for Québec's Environmental and Green Technology Industry

       X

https://www.economie.gouv.qc.ca/pageSingleCFile/ministere/english/about-us/strategies-
plans/departmental-policies-and-strategies/a-development-strategy-for-quebecs-environmental-
and-green-technology-
industry/?tx_igfileimagectypes_pi1%5Buid%5D=1536&tx_igfileimagectypes_pi1%5BdlImage%5D=1&t
x_igfileimagectypes_pi1%5Bindex%5D=0

The Government Sustainable Development Strategy (2008)
X http://www.mddelcc.gouv.qc.ca/developpement/strategie_gouvernementale/strat_gouv_en.pdf

The Québec Public Transit Policy (2006) X http://www.bv.transports.gouv.qc.ca/mono/0926032.pdf
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Provinical Legislation

Provincial Amendment to Halifax Charter / Municipal Act 
--‐ Local Improvement Charges Amendments (2012)

2011    X X   X http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/documents/120320ca1114.pdf
Green Economy Act 2012 Formerly Environmental Goals 
& Sustainable Prosperity Act  2007 2012   X  X  X X http://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/61st_4th/1st_read/b136.htm
Building Code Act (Energy Efficiency Requirements)

2009 2014    X   X
http://novascotia.ca/lae/buildingcode/docs/130625SummaryofChangesNovaScotiaB
uildingCodeRegulation2.pdf

The Electricity Act 2004   X      http://nslegislature.ca/legc/statutes/electricity.pdf
Electricity Reform Act 2015  X X      http://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/62nd_1st/1st_read/b001.htm
Energy-efficient Appliances Act 2011    X    http://nslegislature.ca/legc/statutes/energyef.htm
Wholesale Market Rules Regulations 2007   X      https://www.novascotia.ca/just/regulations/regs/ewholesale.htm

Electricity Regulation
NS Power Renewable Electricity Regulations

2007   X      
https://www.nspower.ca/en/home/about-us/how-we-make-electricity/renewable-
electricity-emissions-regs.aspx

Nova Scotia Utility & Review Board 1992  X       http://nsuarb.novascotia.ca/content/electricity
Nova Scotia Power Integrated Resource Plan

2010   X  X    
https://www.nspower.ca/en/home/about-us/electricity-rates-and-
regulations/regulatory-initiatives/archive/irp.aspx

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Regulations
2009   X      

https://www.novascotia.ca/nse/climate-change/docs/Greenhouse-Gas-Amendments-
2013.pdf

Financial Incentive
Efficiency Nova Scotia (2009) 2009    X X    http://www.efficiencyns.ca/
Community Feed-in-Tariff Program for Renewable 
Energy (2011) 2011   X      http://energy.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/comfit_facts.pdf
Extension of Fed Gas Tax Agreement & Municipal 
Funding Agreements 2010 2014 X        http://www.nsinfrastructure.ca/pages/Gas-Tax-Fund.aspx
ecoTrust 2008 2010  X X X  X X http://ecotrust.ca/
ecoNova  Scotia for Clean Air & Climate Change 2007 2011 X  X X X  X X http://www.sustainability-unsm.ca/dollars-and-sense.html
Electrical Efficiency and Conservation Restructuring Act

2014     X    http://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/62nd_1st/1st_read/b041.htm
Provincial Capital Assistance Program

     X   
http://novascotia.ca/dma/funding/infrastructure/provincial-capital-assistance-
program.asp

Small Communities Fund (Building Canada Fund) 2014  X X  X X  http://novascotia.ca/dma/funding/infrastructure/small-communities-fund.asp
Clean Technology Fund

2011 2011  X   X   
https://innovacorp.ca/news/province-nova-scotia-invests-clean-technology-venture-
fund

NS Power Net Metering and Enhanced Net Metering
  X      

https://www.nspower.ca/en/home/for-my-home/make-your-own-energy/enhanced-
net-metering/default.aspx

NS Transit Research Incentive Program 2009       X  http://www.novascotia.ca/dma/funding/community/ns-transit-research-incentive.asp
Other Tools

Municipal Climate Change Mitigation Plan Guide (unsm)
2011        X

http://www.sustainability-unsm.ca/download-document/179-municipal-climate-
change-mitigation-plan-guide.html

Centre for the Built Environment 2010   X  X    http://www.nscc.ca/explorenscc/cbe/
Plans and Strategies

Nova Scotia Energy Strategy
2009        X http://energy.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/Energy-Strategy-2009.pdf

Nova Scotia’s Climate Change Action Plan (2009)
2009        X http://climatechange.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/ccap.pdf

Marine Renewable Energy Strategy
2012        X

http://energy.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/Nova-Scotia-Marine-Renewable-
Energy-Strategy-May-2012.pdf

Solid Waste Resource Management Strategy
2009      X   http://www.novascotia.ca/nse/waste/strategy.asp

Sustainable Transportation Strategy
2013       X X

http://novascotia.ca/sustainabletransportation/sustainable-transportation-
strategy.asp

NS Power Renewable Electricity Plan 2010   X      http://energy.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/renewable-electricity-plan.pdf
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Provinical Legislation

N/A        
Electricity Regulation

Public Utlities Board  X       http://www.pub.nf.ca/
Financial Incentive

Nfld & Lab Green Fund ($25M over life program)
2014  X X X X X X

http://www.env.gov.nl.ca/env/nlgf/about.html
http://www.env.gov.nl.ca/env/nlgf/projectsnl.html

Gas Tax Fund (ICSP incl. community energy systems, public 
transit and solid waste) X  X X     http://www.municipalnl.ca/?Content=CCRC/ICSP_Assistance
Turn Back the Tide website 2012        X http://www.turnbackthetide.ca/index.shtml#.VG1KBPnF-Sp
REEP Residential Energy Efficiency Program 2009     X    http://www.nlhc.nf.ca/programs/programsReepActive.html
takeCHARGE 2010     X    http://takechargenl.ca/
Hydro's Isolated Systems Energy Efficiency Program

2012 2013    X    
https://www.nlh.nl.ca/hydroweb/nlhydroweb.nsf/ReadMorePagesNoSubPages/Energy%20Conserva
tion?OpenDocument

Other Tools
Climate Change Education Centre

       X http://www.climatechangeeducation.ca/who-we-are/
Municipal Sustainability Self-Assessment Tool Kit

      X X http://www.municipalnl.ca/?Content=CCRC/Self-Assessment
Plans and Strategies

Provincial Climate Change Action Plan
2011        X http://www.exec.gov.nl.ca/exec/ccee/2011_climate_change_action_plan.html

Focusing on Energy (Action Plan)
2007        X http://www.nr.gov.nl.ca/energyplan/EnergyReport.pdf

Greenhouse Gas Strategy for Energy Intensive Sector
2010        X http://www.exec.gov.nl.ca/exec/ccee/strategy.html

Energy Efficiency Action Plan
2011        X http://www.exec.gov.nl.ca/exec/ccee/2011_energy_efficiency_action_plan.html

Energy Plan commitment to using non renewable revenues 
to support clean energy development        X http://www.nr.gov.nl.ca/energyplan/EnergyReport.pdf
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Provinical Legislation

Electric Power Act 2013  X       http://www.gov.pe.ca/law/statutes/pdf/e-04.pdf
Renewable Energy (RE) Act 2005   X      http://www.gov.pe.ca/law/statutes/pdf/R-12-1.pdf
RE Act Regulation - Net Metering 2005   X      http://www.maritimeelectric.com/environment/env_energy.aspx
RE Act Regulation - Minimum Purchase Price

2005   X      

http://www.irac.pe.ca/document.aspx?file=legislation/RenewableEnergyActMinimumPurchasePriceRegulation
s.asp
http://www.cansia.ca/government-regulatory-issues/consumer-incentives/provincial#pei

Island Regulatory and Appeals Commission Act 2005  X       http://www.irac.pe.ca/document.aspx?file=legislation/IRACact.asp
Gas Tax Agreement X        http://www.gov.pe.ca/photos/original/ICSP.pdf

Electricity Regulation
Island Regulatory & Appeals Commission  X       http://www.irac.pe.ca/

Financial Incentive
Revenue Tax (PST) Refund for Hybrid 2000 2013      X  http://www.taxandland.pe.ca/index.php3?number=17274&lang=E
Renewable Energy Equipment Tax Exemption 2005 2013  X X     http://www.taxandland.pe.ca/index.php3?number=1039066&lang=E
PEI Energy Efficiency Program 2008    X X    http://www.gov.pe.ca/oee/residential
Home Energy Low-Income Program 2008     X    http://www.gov.pe.ca/photos/original/OEE_HELP.pdf

Other Tools
PEI Drivers Handbook        X http://www.gov.pe.ca/photos/original/tir_dh_full2011.pdf
Energy Strategy Heat pilots

2011    X     http://www.canadianbiomassmagazine.ca/content/view/2011/38/
Govt Fuel Efficiency Standards - Treasury Board Policy 
and Procedures Manual        X http://www.gov.pe.ca/environment/ccstrategy

Plans and Strategies
Energy Framework & Renewable Energy Strategy

2004        X http://www.gov.pe.ca/photos/original/ee_frame_rep_e.pdf
Prince Edward Island Energy Strategy Securing our 
Future: Energy Efficiency and Conservation 2008        X http://www.gov.pe.ca/photos/original/env_snergystr.pdf
Climate Change Strategy

2008        X http://www.gov.pe.ca/photos/original/env_globalstr.pdf
Biomass Heat PEI: A Way Forward

2010        X http://www.gov.pe.ca/photos/original/BioMassHeat.pdf
Island Waste Management Corporation

     X   http://www.iwmc.pe.ca/
Prince Edward Island Wind Strategy 2008        X http://www.gov.pe.ca/photos/original/wind_energy.pdf
Planning for a Sustainable Future

X http://www.gov.pe.ca/photos/original/susfuture.pdf
Report of the Task Force on Land Use Policy 2014 X http://www.gov.pe.ca/photos/original/fema_TFreport14.pdf
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Provinical Legislation

Energy Conservation Assistance Act 2002     X    http://www.gov.yk.ca/legislation/acts/encoas_c.pdf

Yukon Energy Alternatives Grants Regulations
1984     X    

https://www.canlii.org/en/yk/laws/regu/yoic-1984-239/latest/yoic-
1984-239.html

Saving Energy Action Loan Regulations
1986     X    

https://www.canlii.org/en/yk/laws/regu/yoic-1986-26/latest/yoic-
1986-26.html

Yukon Energy Alternatives Program Loans Regulations 1986     X    http://www.gov.yk.ca/legislation/regs/oic1986_104.pdf

Yukon Development Corporation Act 2008 X http://www.ydc.yk.ca/uploads/documents/yudeco.pdf

Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Act 2003 X http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/Y-2.2/

Yukon Development Corporation Loan Guarantee Act 2002 X http://www.gov.yk.ca/legislation/acts/ydclg.pdf

Yukon Umbrella Final Agreement
1990

https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-
HQ/STAGING/texte-
text/al_ldc_ccl_fagr_ykn_umb_1318604279080_eng.pdf

Public Utilities Act (Yukon Energy) 2002  X       http://yukonutilitiesboard.yk.ca/pdf/General/149_pua.pdf

Rate Policy Direction
1983         

https://www.canlii.org/en/yk/laws/regu/yoic-1995-90/latest/yoic-
1995-90.html

Energy Project Certificate and Energy Operation Certificate Application Regulation
2007         http://www.gov.yk.ca/legislation/regs/oic2007_050.pdf

Mayo B energy project designated a regulated project 2009         http://www.gov.yk.ca/legislation/regs/oic2009_220.pdf

Establishes that the Whitehorse Diesel to Natural Gas Conversion is designated as a 
regulated project for purposes of Part 3 of the Public Utilities Act

2013         http://www.gov.yk.ca/legislation/regs/oic2013_200.pdf
Electricity Regulation

YG Micro-generation Policy
2013  X       

http://www.energy.gov.yk.ca/pdf/20131023_micro_generation_poli
cy.pdf

Direction to the Yukon Utilities Board
    X    

https://www.canlii.org/en/yk/laws/regu/yoic-1992-92/latest/yoic-
1992-92.html

Yukon Govt Independent Power Producer Policy
2015   X      http://www.energy.gov.yk.ca/pdf/ipp_draft_policy_may2014.pdf

Financial Incentive
Yukon Department of Community Services Gas Tax Fund for ICSPs

X http://www.community.gov.yk.ca/3640.html
Good Energy Program (includes all programs under Good Energy)

2015   X X    http://goodenergyyukon.ca/?utm_source=oldappliancepage
Community Development Fund

    X   X http://www.cdf.gov.yk.ca/index.html
Regional Economic Development Fund

       X http://www.economicdevelopment.gov.yk.ca/general/red.html
inCharge (Yukon Energy and Atco Electric) 2014     X   Y http://www.inchargeyukon.ca/
Micro Generation Production Incentive Program

2014   X      http://www.energy.gov.yk.ca/microgeneration.html
Refrigerator Retirement Program

2014     X    http://goodenergyyukon.ca/fridge
Rural Electriciation & Telecommunications Program

  X      http://www.community.gov.yk.ca/property/ruralelec.html
Yukon Housing Home Repair Program

    X    http://www.housing.yk.ca/hrp.html

Other Tools
The Northern Climate Exchange

       X
http://www.yukoncollege.yk.ca/research/programs/northern_climat
e_exchange

Energy Solutions Centre (pilots, information, planning support) X      X X http://www.emr.gov.yk.ca/energy/
Research Centre for Excellence

       X http://www.yukoncollege.yk.ca/research
Yukon Housing - Green Home Requirements for New Homes

1999     X    http://www.energy.gov.yk.ca/pdf/pushing_the_envelope.pdf
Yukon Housing - SuperGreen

2008     X    http://www.housing.yk.ca/sg_video.html
Wind Prospecting Service (Micro Generation Policy)

X        http://www.energy.gov.yk.ca/wind_prospecting_service.html
Integrated Community Sustainability Planning       X  http://www.infrastructure.gov.yk.ca/gtf_icsp.html
Solar Potential Calculator (Micro Generation Policy)

  X     X
http://www.energy.gov.yk.ca/pdf/economics_of_household_pv_sys
tems.xlsx

Carbon Offset Policy - Still under development
       X

http://www.env.gov.yk.ca/publications-
maps/documents/ccap_progressreport_eng_2012.pdf

Quick Start Home Energy Kit for Renters
2014     X    

http://www.energy.gov.yk.ca/pdf/quick_start_kits_summary_2013_1
4_final.pdf

Plans and Strategies
Climate Change Strategy

2006        X
http://www.env.gov.yk.ca/publications-
maps/documents/yg_env_climate_change_final.pdf

Climate Change Action Plan
2009        X

http://www.env.gov.yk.ca/publications-
maps/documents/YG_Climate_Change_Action_Plan.pdf

The Energy Strategy for Yukon 2009        X http://www.energy.gov.yk.ca/pdf/energy_strategy.pdf
Our Towns, Our Future

2010        X
http://www.community.gov.yk.ca/community_affairs/OTOF_home.
html

Draft Indpendent Power Production Policy
2014 X http://www.energy.gov.yk.ca/independent_power_production.html

DRAFT Biomass Energy Strategy
 X

http://www.yukonenergy.ca/media/site_documents/1110_Biomass%
20presentation%20-%20Bob%20Kuiper.pdf
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Provinical Legislation
Public Utilities Act

1988  X       
https://www.canlii.org/en/nt/laws/stat/rsnwt-1988-c-24-supp/latest/rsnwt-1988-c-
24-supp.html

Northwest Territories Hydro Corporation Act
2007  X       https://www.canlii.org/en/nt/laws/stat/snwt-2007-c-9/latest/snwt-2007-c-9.html

Electricity Regulation

Public Utilities Board  X X      https://www.justice.gov.nt.ca/en/boards-agencies/public-utilities-board/

NT Power - Renewable   X      http://www.ntpc.com/smart-energy/green-energy

NT Energy    X     
Financial Incentive

Gas Tax ICSP - Energy Plan Requirement 2010 X        http://aea.nt.ca/communities         http://www.nwtac.com/icsp/

Net Metering Program   X      http://www.ntpc.com/customer-service/net-billing

Small Communities Fund 2014 2024 X  X X X X X  http://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/plan/sc-cp-eng.html

Energy Conservation Program         http://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/programs/energy-conservation/programs

Energy Efficiency Incentive Program
    X    http://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/sites/default/files/eeip-application-guidelines.pdf

Commercial Energy Conservation and Efficiency 
Program     X    http://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/sites/default/files/cecep_guidelines_2014.pdf

Biomass Energy Program    X     http://www.nwtclimatechange.ca/content/funding-programs-0

Alternative Energy Technologies Program
        http://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/sites/default/files/aetp_application_guidelines.pdf

Community Renewable Energy Fund
  X X     

http://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/sites/default/files/community_renewable_energy_progra
m_guidelines.pdf

Business Renewable Energy Fund
  X X     

http://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/programs/alternative-energy-technologies/funding-
programs

Residential Renewable Energy Fund
  X X     

http://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/programs/alternative-energy-technologies/funding-
programs

Community Public Infrastructure Funding
X X X X X X

http://www.maca.gov.nt.ca/resources/policies/policy-community-public-
infrastructure-funding.pdf

Federal Gas Tax 2014 2024 X  X X X X X X http://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/plan/gtf-fte-eng.html

Other Tools
Housing Corporation - EG 80 Requirement     X    http://www.anorthernvision.ca/inventory/conservation.html

Grid Connected Micro Generation Project   X      http://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/programs/alternative-energy-technologies/solar

Remote Community Wind Conference and Demo Project
2007        X

http://www.nwtclimatechange.ca/sites/default/files/Wind-Energy-Conference-
Proceedings-Report-March-2008.pdf

NT Energy Partnerships   X      http://investors.ntenergy.com/phoenix.zhtml?c=251295&p=irol-IRHome

Planning Central (toolkit, ICSP)       X X http://www.nwtac.com/icsp/

Capital Asset Retrofit Fund     X    http://www.nwtclimatechange.ca/content/inventories

Geothermal Favourability Report
2010        X

http://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/sites/default/files/reports/geothermal_favorability_repor
t.pdf

Aurora Research Institute Wind Studies
2014        X

http://nwtresearch.com/projects/energy/wind-energy-potential/wind-and-solar-
energy-reports

Plans and Strategies
NWT Energy Action Plan 2013        X http://www.iti.gov.nt.ca/sites/default/files/energy_action_plan_web_feb_20.pdf

NWT Community Wood Pellet Study Supply and 
Transport Options for Wood Pellets 2009    X     http://www.aea.nt.ca/files/download/72

Biomass Energy Strategy 2012-2015
2012        X

http://www.nwtclimatechange.ca/sites/default/files/Biomass_Energy_Strategy_201
2-2015_1.pdf

Solar Energy Strategy 2012-2017
2012        X

http://www.nwtclimatechange.ca/sites/default/files/Solar_Energy_Strategy_2012-
2017_0.pdf

A GHG Strategy for NWT 2011-2015 2011        X http://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/sites/default/files/strategies/ghg_strategy_2011-2015.pdf

Energy Priorities Framework 2008        X http://www.iti.gov.nt.ca/sites/default/files/EnergyPriorities.pdf

NWT Power System Plan (NWT Energy Corp)
2013        X

http://www.iti.gov.nt.ca/sites/default/files/nwt_power_systems_plan_december20
13.pdf

Community Energy Plans X  X X X X  http://aea.nt.ca/communities

An Energy Plan for the Future: Energy Plan for NWT
2007        X

http://www.iti.gov.nt.ca/sites/default/files/nwt_energy_plan_-
_energy_for_the_future_2007.pdf
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Provinical Legislation

Revolving Funds Act 2002        X https://www.canlii.org/en/nu/laws/stat/rsnwt-nu-1988-c-r-7/latest/rsnwt-nu-1988-c-r-7.html
Utility Rates Review Council Act 2001   X      https://www.canlii.org/en/nu/laws/stat/snu-2001-c-3/latest/snu-2001-c-3.html
Qulliq Energy Corporation Act 2003   X      https://www.canlii.org/en/nu/laws/stat/rsnwt-nu-1988-c-n-2/latest/rsnwt-nu-1988-c-n-2.html

Electricity Regulation
Utility Rate Regulatory Commission (URRC)  X       http://www.urrc.gov.nu.ca/en/home.html

Financial Incentive
Gas Tax Fund (ICSP) 2009 X      X  http://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/prog/agreements-ententes/gtf-fte/2014-nu-eng.html
Nunavut Energy Management Program & Projects

2006 2011  X X X    http://www.energy.gov.nu.ca/en/home.aspx
Home Repair Program 2014     X    http://www.nunavuthousing.ca/apps/authoring/dspPage.aspx?page=hrrmp
Homeowners' Energy Efficiency Rebate Program

2007 2010    X    http://www.nunavuthousing.ca/apps/News/dspNews.aspx?ID=3
Other Tools

Nunavut Climate Change Centre (NC3) 2012        X http://www.climatechangenunavut.ca/
Good Building Practices Guidelines 2005     X    http://cgs.gov.nu.ca/PDF/Good%20Building%20Practices%20Guideline.pdf
ICSP Web Tool 2003        X http://www.buildingnunavut.com/en/index.asp
Save10 2010       X http://www.energy.gov.nu.ca/en/initiatives.aspx
Energy Secretariet Website 2014 X       X http://nunavutenergy.ca/Energy_Secretariat
Energy Efficiency New Public Housing 2010     X    http://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/ab/finasust/upload/North-hsg-north-lifestyle_E.pdf
Iqaluit Energy Retrofit Pilot Project program 2006 2012    X    http://www.energy.gov.nu.ca/en/iqpilotproject.aspx
Alternative Energy Heat/Hot Water/ Solar Pilots

  X X   X  http://nunavutenergy.ca/Renewable_Energy
Plans and Strategies

GN Energy Strategy
2007        X http://www.eia.gov.nu.ca/PDF/Ikummatiit%20Energy%20strategy_sept%202007_eng.pdf

Tamapta: Building our Future Together. 
Government of Nunavut 2009        X http://www.eia.gov.nu.ca/PDF/Tamapta%20Action%20Plan_eng.pdf
ᑕᒪᑦᑕ Tamapta - Nunavut Action Plan

2009 2013 X http://www.eia.gov.nu.ca/PDF/Tamapta%20Action%20Plan_eng.pdf
Upagiaqtavut, Setting the Course Climate Change 
Impacts and Adaptation 2011 X http://climatechangenunavut.ca/sites/default/files/3154-315_climate_english_reduced_size_1_0.pdf
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AECOM. (2015). Transportation Association of Canada: 

Moving Smarter – Exploring Energy and Greenhouse Gas 

Emission Reduction Solutions for Canadian Cities.

Alberta Environment and Parks. (2015, July 8). Greenhouse 

Gas Reduction Program. Retrieved from http://esrd.

alberta.ca/focus/alberta-and-climate-change/regulating-

greenhouse-gas-emissions/greenhouse-gas-reduction-

program/default.aspx

Analytica Advisors. (2014). Executive Summary- 2014 

Canadian Clean Technology Industry Report. Retrieved 

from http://www.analytica-advisors.com/sites/default/files/

CTIR_TOC_2014.pdf

Arctic Energy Alliance. (2007). Fort Providence Community 

Energy Profile. Retrieved from http://aea.nt.ca/files/

download/205

Arctic Energy Alliance. (2007). Fort Simpson Energy Profile. 

Retrieved from http://aea.nt.ca/files/download/213

Association of Municipalities of Ontario. (2015, February 

20). Association of Municipalities of Ontario. Retrieved 

April 27, 2015, from A Carbon-Pricing Primer - Cap and 

Trade and Carbon Tax: https://www.amo.on.ca/AMO-PDFs/

Reports/2015/A-Carbon-Pricing-Primer-Cap-and-Trade-and-

Carbon-T.aspx

AUMA. (n.d.). AUMA’s Energy Policy 

Framework. Retrieved from http://www.auma.

ca/live/AUMA/Toolkits+%26+Initiatives/

Municipal+Energy+Policies+Framework

British Columbia Ministry of Community, Sport & Cultural 

Development. (n.d.). Retrieved May 11, 2015, from 

Intergovernmental Relations & Planning: http://www.cscd.gov.

bc.ca/lgd/intergov_relations/green_communities_legislation.

htm

British Columbia Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural 

Development. (2013). The Climate Action Revenue Incentive 

Program (CARIP): Summary Report on Local Government 

Actions 2013. Retrieved from http://www.cscd.gov.bc.ca/lgd/

library/CARIP_2013_Summary_Report.pdf

British Columbia Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural 

Development. (n.d.). Local Government Department. 

Retrieved January 22, 2015, from Green Communities 

(CARIP): http://www.cscd.gov.bc.ca/lgd/greencommunities/

carip.htm

British Columbia Ministry of Environment. (2014). Climate 

Action in British Columbia: 2014 Progress Report. Retrieved 

from http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/DownloadAsset?assetId=

4384A9E3E611461AACA0ABE63CC22DF1&filename=2014-

progress-to-targets.pdf

Bruce Power. (2014). Clean Air Ontario: Recognizing 

Nuclear’s Role in Supporting Coal Phase-Out to Achieve 

Long-term Climate Change Goals. Retrieved from http://

www.brucepower.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Clean-

Air-Ontario.pdf

Canadian Industrial End-Use Data and Analysis Centre. 

(2015). Canadian District Energy Database. Retrieved from 

https://www.cieedac.sfu.ca/DB_DEnew/

Canadian Wind Energy Association. (2014, December). 

Retrieved January 22, 2015, from Communities.

CANBIO. (2014 CANBIO Report on the Status of Bioenergy in 

Canada). Woodwaste2ruralheat. Retrieved from http://www.

bioenergytrade.org/downloads/canada-country-report-2014-

Feb-23.pdf

City of London. (2014). 2013 Community Energy & 

Greenhouse Gas Inventory. Retrieved from http://www.

london.ca/residents/Environment/Energy/Documents/2013-

Inventory-Report.pdf

City of London. (2014). London Community Energy Action 

Plan. Retrieved from http://www.london.ca/residents/

Environment/Energy/Documents/Community%20Energy%20

Plan.pdf
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